Deuteronomy

Lesson 5 – Deuteronomy 13:1- 16:22
About 1450 BC
In Lesson 4 we closed with Moses warning Israel that they should scrupulously follow all of the commandments that the LORD had given them. They were not to add to them or take away from them. Here he continued with warnings about what might happen in the future.
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, “Let us follow other gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship them,” you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. 
Among other things, these verses warn us that Satan and his angels and demons have the capability of performing what look like signs and wonders. They would send agents to try to lead Israel astray who could perform miracles. The New Testament has the equivalent of this command in Galatians:

Galatians 1:8-9 “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned accursed!”

Deuteronomy 13:4 It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. 
They should never allow themselves to be deluded by some small sign. They had witnessed forty years of mind-blowing miracles which testified to the truth of the LORD’s Word and the integrity of His Person.
Deuteronomy 13:5 That prophet or dreamer must be put to death, because he preached rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery; he has tried to turn you from the way the LORD your God commanded you to follow. You must purge the evil from among you. 
Anyone that preached rebellion against the LORD should be put to death to preserve the nation and its special relationship to the LORD’s plan and blessing.
Deuteronomy 13:6-10 If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you love, or your closest friend secretly entices you, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods” (gods that neither you nor your fathers have known, gods of the peoples around you, whether near or far, from one end of the land to the other), do not yield to him or listen to him. Show him no pity. Do not spare him or shield him. You must certainly put him to death. Your hand must be the first in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people. Stone him to death, because he tried to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
There were to be no exceptions to this rule. Such people were actually more dangerous to Israel than the plague.
Deuteronomy 13:11-16 Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil thing again. If you hear it said about one of the towns the LORD your God is giving you to live in that wicked men have arisen among you and have led the people of their town astray, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods” (gods you have not known), then you must inquire, probe and investigate it thoroughly. And if it is true and it has been proved that this detestable thing has been done among you, you must certainly put to the sword all who live in that town. Destroy it completely, both its people and its livestock. Gather all the plunder of the town into the middle of the public square and completely burn the town and all its plunder as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God. It is to remain a ruin forever, never to be rebuilt. 
Though it was deserved by many towns in the subsequent thousand years until the Babylonian Exile, this punishment was never executed. They nearly destroyed the whole tribe of Benjamin for failing to deliver up rapists to the justice of the nation. They also wiped out all the men, women, and children of the town of Jabesh Gilead except for 400 female virgins for failing to send men to participate in the slaughter of the Benjamites.
Deuteronomy 13:17-18 None of those condemned things shall be found in your hands, so that the LORD will turn from his fierce anger; he will show you mercy, have compassion on you, and increase your numbers, as he promised on oath to your forefathers, because you obey the LORD your God, keeping all his commands that I am giving you today and doing what is right in his eyes. 

They were never to take for themselves booty which was to be dedicated to the LORD. The closest they ever came to acting on these provisions was just after they had conquered the land. At that time they had mistakenly thought that the trans-Jordan tribes had decided to set up an independent worship of the LORD. At that time they had threatened war.

Deuteronomy 14:1-2 You are the children of the LORD your God. Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of your heads for the dead, for you are a people holy to the LORD your God. Out of all the peoples on the face of the earth, the LORD has chosen you to be his treasured possession. 
These practices were not just forbidden because they were the practices of pagans. Such practices implied that there was some atonement that sinful man could make for the dead. There was one atonement which the LORD would provide in the person of the promised Messiah.

Deuteronomy 14:3-21a Do not eat any detestable thing. These are the animals you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, the deer, the gazelle, the roe deer, the wild goat, the ibex, the antelope and the mountain sheep. You may eat any animal that has a split hoof divided in two and that chews the cud. However, of those that chew the cud or that have a split hoof completely divided you may not eat the camel, the rabbit or the coney. Although they chew the cud, they do not have a split hoof; they are ceremonially unclean for you. The pig is also unclean; although it has a split hoof, it does not chew the cud. You are not to eat their meat or touch their carcasses. Of all the creatures living in the water, you may eat any that has fins and scales. But anything that does not have fins and scales you may not eat; for you it is unclean. You may eat any clean bird. But these you may not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the black vulture, the red kite, the black kite, any kind of falcon, any kind of raven, the horned owl, the screech owl, the gull, any kind of hawk, the little owl, the great owl, the white owl, the desert owl, the osprey, the cormorant, the stork, any kind of heron, the hoopoe and the bat. All flying insects that swarm are unclean to you; do not eat them. But any winged creature that is clean you may eat. Do not eat anything you find already dead. You may give it to an alien living in any of your towns, and he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner. But you are a people holy to the LORD your God. 
These verses reminded them of the dietary provisions which Moses had already given them years before in Leviticus 11. These dietary restrictions protected the Israelites from unhealthy meats which carried diseases or unhealthy levels of toxic metals. For more details see my lesson on Leviticus 11.
Deuteronomy 14:21b Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk. 
This prohibition was first given years before in Exodus 23:19 and Exodus 34:26. Personally, I could get no idea what is the significance of this command by comparing scripture with scripture. The commentators I looked at said that this seemed to have been a common pagan ritual which was supposed to increase fertility. It had evidently been picked up by the Jews in Egypt. It was hereby banned.
Deuteronomy 14:22-23 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always. 
This reiterated the instruction given earlier in Deuteronomy 12:5-6 about saving a tenth of the produce of their land and the firstborn of their flocks and herds to be dedicated to the service of the LORD’s Tabernacle. It was to be carried to the Tabernacle. More than likely different types of harvest were to be carried up at the different times of the three Feasts.
Deuteronomy 14:24-26 But if that place is too distant and you have been blessed by the LORD your God and cannot carry your tithe (because the place where the LORD will choose to put his Name is so far away), then exchange your tithe for silver, and take the silver with you and go to the place the LORD your God will choose. Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. 
If the distance to the Tabernacle to where they were living was so great that it was impractical to carry the produce or herd the animals, then they could be sold locally for silver which could be carried to the Tabernacle and the Feast. Evidently, part of the service of the Tabernacle was to feed the pilgrims that came. They would bring their tithes to the Tabernacle, consume what they needed during the Feast, and give the balance to the priests of the Tabernacle.
Deuteronomy 14:27-29 As for the Levites resident in your towns, do not neglect them, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you. Every third year you shall bring out the full tithe of your produce for that year, and store it within your towns; the Levites, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you, as well as the resident aliens, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, may come and eat their fill so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work that you undertake.
Every three years a tenth of their produce was to be brought to local city centers where they were stored for the use of the Levites, the aliens, and the poor. This storing of tithes was to come during the third year and the sixth year. After the sixth year, the Sabbatical year was observed as a year when the fields lay fallow, after which the cycle commenced again.

There is some disagreement as to whether this was an additional tithe for this purpose or not. I believe it was, otherwise it would have discouraged attendance at the Feasts during those years.
Deuteronomy 15:1-2 Every seventh year you shall grant a remission of debts. And this is the manner of the remission: every creditor shall remit the claim that is held against a neighbor, not exacting it of a neighbor who is a member of the community, because the LORD's remission has been proclaimed. NRSV
Edersheim makes the contention that this remission just means that during a Sabbatical Year there could be no installments demanded on the loan.  It would be unreasonable to force debtors to repay their debts on a Sabbatical Year when all the fields were to lie fallow. The debts would have to be structure so that installments were only payable on the six years where the fields were planted and harvested. I think Edersheim’s interpretation makes perfect sense.
Deuteronomy 15:3 Of a foreigner you may exact it, but you must remit your claim on whatever any member of your community owes you. NRSV
A foreigner would not be subject to the requirements of the Sabbatical Year, so they wouldn’t escape the annual installment.
Deuteronomy 15:4-5 However, there should be no poor among you, for in the land the LORD your God is giving you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, if only you fully obey the LORD your God and are careful to follow all these commands I am giving you today. 
If the people of Israel just obeyed the LORD, there would be no need of people to borrow money because there would be no poverty. However, from the beginning, the people disobeyed much of the Law they knew and were willfully ignorant of the rest.
Deuteronomy 15:6 For the LORD your God will bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. You will rule (have power) over many nations but none will rule (have power) over you. 
If they obeyed the LORD the only lending that would go on would be to other nations.
Deuteronomy 15:7-8 If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. Rather be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs. 
However, if they were not obedient there would be poor among them. In that case, they were to lend to those who could promise to try to pay it back. Of course, if the poor persons were desperately needy, they would be eligible for charity.
Deuteronomy 15:9-10 Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: “The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near,” so that you do not show ill will toward your needy brother and give him nothing. He may then appeal to the LORD against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.
They were not to cease lending just before the Sabbatical Year. That would be a sin before the LORD. However, if they lent generously to those in need, the LORD would bless them.
Deuteronomy 15:11 There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land. 
Here, the LORD foresaw that the people would not be obedient, so that there would be poverty among the people. Those who were following the LORD’s commands should be generous to the poor.
Deuteronomy 15:12 If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a woman, sells himself to you and serves you six years, in the seventh year you must let him go free. 
This reiterates the command in Exodus:
Exodus  21:2 “If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh year, he shall go free, without paying anything.
This was in the nature of one party contracting to give service to another party in exchange for payment up front. Sometimes this contract was entered into in the payment of a debt. Under such a contract, the upkeep of the servant was fall on his master. According to this, six years was the limit of the contract.

Deuteronomy 15:13-14 And when you release him, do not send him away empty-handed. Supply him liberally from your flock, your threshing floor and your winepress. Give to him as the LORD your God has blessed you. 
At the end of the contract, the master was to supply the former servant with the means to subsist until he was reestablished. He could always choose to remain under the master for life under the provision below. I suppose he could also have extended the contract.
Deuteronomy 15:15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you. That is why I give you this command today. 
The LORD gave them this command with the injunction to remember what it was like to be slaves. This would give them the opportunity to exercise the heart of the Law, which Jesus summed up:
Matthew 7:12 “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”
Deuteronomy 15:16-17 But if your servant says to you, “I do not want to leave you,” because he loves you and your family and is well off with you, then take an awl and push it through his ear lobe into the door, and he will become your servant for life. Do the same for your maidservant. 

If the servant loved the master who took good care of him, he could extend their master/servant relationship to the length of their life. 
Deuteronomy 15:18 Do not consider it a hardship to set your servant free, because his service to you these six years has been worth twice as much as that of a hired hand. And the LORD your God will bless you in everything you do. 
Such a servant would have been a fulltime member of the household, so his service would have been full time rather than as a day laborer.
Deuteronomy 15:19-20 Set apart for the LORD your God every firstborn male of your herds and flocks. Do not put the firstborn of your oxen to work, and do not shear the firstborn of your sheep. Each year you and your family are to eat them in the presence of the LORD your God at the place he will choose. 
The firstborn male of every female animal were to be set aside from birth. They were not to be utilized for personal profit, but were to be set aside to be taken up to the feast when they were a year old. Since most lambs were born in the spring, or about the time of Passover, they could usually be taken up a year after their birth to be offered as the Passover Lamb or to be added to the Tabernacle herds.
Deuteronomy 15:21-22 If an animal has a defect, is lame or blind, or has any serious flaw, you must not sacrifice it to the LORD your God. You are to eat it in your own towns. Both the ceremonially unclean and the clean may eat it, as if it were gazelle or deer. 
However, there was an exception to the rule of the firstborn. If they were born with a defect, they couldn’t be brought up to the LORD. They had to be “without defect” because they were to represent the Lord Jesus Christ.
Deuteronomy 15:23 But you must not eat the blood; pour it out on the ground like water.

This repeats the injunction to never eat the blood of animal given in Leviticus 7:26, Leviticus 17:14, Deuteronomy 12:16, and Deuteronomy 12:23-24.
Deuteronomy 16:1-8 Observe the month of Abib and celebrate the Passover of the LORD your God, because in the month of Abib he brought you out of Egypt by night. Sacrifice as the Passover to the LORD your God an animal from your flock or herd at the place the LORD will choose as a dwelling for his Name. Do not eat it with bread made with yeast, but for seven days eat unleavened bread, the bread of affliction, because you left Egypt in haste--so that all the days of your life you may remember the time of your departure from Egypt. Let no yeast be found in your possession in all your land for seven days. Do not let any of the meat you sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain until morning. You must not sacrifice the Passover in any town the LORD your God gives you except in the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name. There you must sacrifice the Passover in the evening, when the sun goes down, on the anniversary of your departure from Egypt. Roast it and eat it at the place the LORD your God will choose. Then in the morning return to your tents. For six days eat unleavened bread and on the seventh day hold an assembly to the LORD your God and do no work.
This repeats and expands on some of the commands on how to observe the Passover and the other observances of the first month (Abib) as already given in Exodus 13:4-7, Exodus 23:14, Exodus 34:18, Numbers 29:15-24, and more extensively in Leviticus 23:5-14.
Deuteronomy 16:9-12 Count off seven weeks from the time you begin to put the sickle to the standing grain. Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your God has given you. And rejoice before the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name--you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, the Levites in your towns, and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows living among you. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt, and follow carefully these decrees. 
This repeats and expands on some of the commands on how to observe the Feast of Weeks also known as Pentecost as already given in Exodus 34:22, and Numbers 28:26-31. There was much less to the Feast of Weeks than to the other two major Feasts. It seems to have coincided with the harvest of barley which was the earliest crop.
 This thus allowed them to bring the tithe of most of their barley harvest to the Feast of Weeks. It is fitting that it was fulfilled at the beginning of the Church Age which was the beginning of the great harvest. 
Deuteronomy 16:13-15 Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days after you have gathered the produce of your threshing floor and your winepress. Be joyful at your Feast--you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites, the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns. For seven days celebrate the Feast to the LORD your God at the place the LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete. 
This repeats and expands on some of the commands on how to observe the Feast of Tabernacles as already given in Leviticus 23:24-43, Numbers 29:1-40. Those passages also give details on the other observances of the seventh month (called Tishri or Ethanim). They would have brought the rest of the harvest, which would have included the wheat harvest and the produce of the winepress. This will be fulfilled just after the Tribulation when all the saints gather in Jerusalem to celebrate the beginning of the Millennium and Christ’s reign on earth.
Deuteronomy 16:16a Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. 
At least the Israelite men were to appear at wherever the Tabernacle was located at all three feasts and they were to bring their offerings.
Deuteronomy 16:16b-17 No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you. 
The offerings were to include their tithe of that season’s crop and the one year old firstborn of the flocks and herds.
Deuteronomy 16:18 Appoint judges and officials for each of your tribes in every town the LORD your God is giving you, and they shall judge the people fairly. 
This set up the basis for government in the time of the Judges. This instruction was addressed to the people. It was the people who were to appoint the judges and officials. This was representative democracy a thousand years before it was supposedly invented in Greece. 
Deuteronomy 16:19-20 Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous. Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the land the LORD your God is giving you. 
 The judges and officials were to rule according to the Law which the LORD had given them, so this was to be a government by the rule of law, not of men. It was superior to the monarchy which they later decided they wanted.
Deuteronomy 16:21-22 Do not set up any wooden Asherah pole beside the altar you build to the LORD your God, and do not erect a sacred stone, for these the LORD your God hates.
They were totally spurn any form of idolatry. Unfortunately, from the beginning Israel began to ignore the Law of the LORD until, in the time of King Manasseh, they finally came to the place where they actually replaced the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies with an Asherah pole.
� The word used here and in verse 8 is “anathema” which means accursed, under a curse or doomed to destruction. There is no “eternally” in the Greek.


� Joshua 22:9-34.


� There seem to be some Christians who don’t understand this principal. They do things like burning candles for the dead.


� Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary.


� Also see Exodus 21:2-6.


� Exodus 23:16 “Celebrate the Feast of Harvest (Feast of Weeks / Pentecost) with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field.”
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