Deuteronomy

Lesson 4 – Deuteronomy 10:1- 12:32
About 1450 BC
In Lesson 3 Moses had closed by warning the people of Israel against any arrogance when they entered the land by thinking they had received it because of the righteousness. To help make the point he recounted many of their failures of faith during the Exodus. In the last section we studied he recalled their failure when he spent his first forty days on Mt. Sinai receiving the first Tables of the Ten Commandments. When he had come down they were worshipping an idol of a golden calf. As we resume in this lesson, Moses had settled things in the camp and was ready for another forty days on the mountain.
Deuteronomy 10:1-2 At that time the LORD said to me, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones and come up to me on the mountain. Also make a wooden chest. I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. Then you are to put them in the chest.”
This time Moses was to bring two stone tablets to replace the ones he had broken. However, the LORD would still write the words on the tablets with His finger as He had with the first two (Exodus 31:18). He was also to make a wooden chest to keep them in. 
Deuteronomy 10:3 So I made the ark out of acacia wood and chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I went up on the mountain with the two tablets in my hands. 
Evidently, this wooden ark that Moses made was later covered with gold and used as the basis for the golden Ark of the Covenant constructed for the Tabernacle. Moses did not take this ark up on the mountain. It would have been too large for one person to carry anyway, at “two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high”
 (Exodus 25:10)
Deuteronomy 10:4 The LORD wrote on these tablets what he had written before, the Ten Commandments he had proclaimed to you on the mountain, out of the fire, on the day of the assembly.
 And the LORD gave them to me. 
This makes clear that the people of Israel had heard the voice of the LORD speaking the Ten Commandments from the fire on the mountain on that first day Moses had brought them up to margins of the mountain.
Deuteronomy 10:5 Then I came back down the mountain and put the tablets in the ark I had made, as the LORD commanded me, and they are there now.
This makes clear that the ark Moses had built was the basis for the Ark of the Covenant which was in existence at the time Moses made this speech 39 years later.
Deuteronomy 10:6-7 The Israelites traveled from the wells of the Jaakanites to Moserah. There Aaron died and was buried, and Eleazar his son succeeded him as priest. From there they traveled to Gudgodah 
 and on to Jotbathah, a land with streams of water. 
These two verses are not chronological and have three mistakes. Chronologically the passage skips forward to the death of Aaron which did not happen for thirty-eight years. Next, it mistakes the location of Aaron’s death which according to Numbers occurred at Mount Hor, not Moserah:

Numbers 33:30-38 “They left Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth (Moserah).
 They left Moseroth and camped at Bene Jaakan.
 They left Bene Jaakan and camped at Hor Haggidgad.
 They left Hor Haggidgad and camped at Jotbathah.
 They left Jotbathah and camped at Abronah.
 They left Abronah and camped at Ezion Geber.
 They left Ezion Geber and camped at Kadesh, in the Desert of Zin. They left Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, on the border of Edom. At the LORD’s command Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor, where he died on the first day of the fifth month of the fortieth year after the Israelites came out of Egypt.

Finally, the spelling of Moseroth and Hor Haggidgad differ which if both accounts were recorded by Moses or even a person of the same generation is unlikely. I believe that this these two verses weren’t part of the original autograph. I believe that these were an ancient extra-biblical note which was scribbled here by some scribe centuries later and somehow persisted in the ancient copies. This view is supported by the fact that verses unaccountably diverge from the first and second person of “I, we, and you” which Moses was using, to the third person of “they, the Israelites.” I am not alone in this view however, I have included a footnote from the Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary which has a different explanation.

Deuteronomy 10:8 At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister and to pronounce blessings in his name, as they still do today.
This resumed the chronological tale from the original autograph and told how, after Moses came down from the mountain the second time and the Tabernacle was built, the tribe of Levi was commissioned to care for the Tabernacle and the Ark.
Deuteronomy 10:9 That is why the Levites have no share or inheritance among their brothers; the LORD is their inheritance, as the LORD your God told them. 
Here Moses reminded the Israelites of the special ministry of the small tribe of Levi. The Israelites had previously rebelled against this and the special place of the sons of Aaron in the Korah rebellion.
Deuteronomy 10:10 Now I had stayed on the mountain forty days and nights, as I did the first time, and the LORD listened to me at this time also. It was not his will to destroy you. 
This time Moses was probably referring to his prayer about the LORD’s stated intention to send an angel before them, but not to accompany then with His manifest presence of the cloud and the pillar of fire (Exodus 33:2-17).
Deuteronomy 10:11 “Go,” the LORD said to me, “and lead the people on their way, so that they may enter and possess the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.” 
Here Moses narrative skipped forward several months to after they had built the Tabernacle and celebrated their first Passover since they had left Egypt a year before.
Deuteronomy 10:12-13 And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good? 
Here Moses not only repeated the general injunction to obey the LORD’s commands, but it also repeated the greatest command of all “to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul” which was given in the “Shema” of Deuteronomy 6:5.
Deuteronomy 10:14-15 To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it. Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today. 
The “heavens” here is the sky or atmosphere. The “highest heavens” is the universe of all the stars and planets. All of those belong to the LORD, yet his greatest affection and attention was set upon true Israel, who would be His heirs through faith because they would “in Christ” the Son of God.
Deuteronomy 10:16-17 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 
However, to share in the affection that the LORD set on Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob they needed to circumcise their hearts. Circumcision was a physical manifestation of what was supposed to be an inward faith in the promise that the LORD would send through Israel the seed of Abraham who would bring salvation. They had to be sure that their circumcision was of the heart, not just of the body.
Deuteronomy 10:18-19 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt. 
This reminded them that as the LORD loved the helpless and the aliens who lived among them, they were also to love them.
Deuteronomy 10:20 Fear the LORD your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. 
In everything, they were to acknowledge only the LORD.
Deuteronomy 10:21-22 He is your praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes. Your forefathers who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky.

The “seventy” referred to the direct descendants of Jacob detailed in Genesis:
Genesis 46:26-27 “All those who went to Egypt with Jacob--those who were his direct descendants,
 not counting his sons’ wives--numbered sixty-six persons. With the two sons who had been born to Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob’s family, which went to Egypt, were seventy in all.”
Notice that these seventy were only those who were Jacob’s direct descendants. This count did not include all those who were numbered as in the household of Israel (Jacob). That number would have included all the male members of his household who had been circumcised according to the LORD’s command. It would also have included all their wives and daughters. In the time of Abraham that household had included 318 men of fighting age (Genesis 14:14). By the time of Jacob’s departure for Egypt, more than a hundred years later, they probably numbered many more. Along with the wives and daughters the total almost certainly came to over a thousand and maybe as many as two thousand.
Deuteronomy 11:1-4 Love the LORD your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his commands always. Remember today that your children were not the ones who saw and experienced the discipline of the LORD your God: his majesty, his mighty hand, his outstretched arm; the signs he performed and the things he did in the heart of Egypt, both to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his whole country; what he did to the Egyptian army, to its horses and chariots, how he overwhelmed them with the waters of the Red Sea as they were pursuing you, and how the LORD brought lasting ruin on them. 
The men over fifty-nine years old who were not Levites had all perished. Most of the men who were between fifty-nine and about forty-three could remember the miracles that the LORD had performed between Egypt and Kadesh Barnea. Those who were younger had not been born or were under the age of three. It should be remembered that the women and the Levites were not involved in the curse.
Deuteronomy 11:5-6 It was not your children who saw what he did for you in the desert until you arrived at this place, and what he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab the Reubenite, when the earth opened its mouth right in the middle of all Israel and swallowed them up with their households, their tents and every living thing that belonged to them. 
Although there was the daily miracle of the manna and the continuous presence of the cloud by day and the fire by night, the other great miracle occurred during the freeing from the hand of Pharaoh in Egypt or during the succeeding two years afterward.
Deuteronomy 11:7 But it was your own eyes that saw all these great things the LORD has done. 11:8 Observe therefore all the commands I am giving you today, so that you may have the strength to go in and take over the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 11:9 and so that you may live long in the land that the LORD swore to your forefathers to give to them and their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. 
The men who were between forty-three and fifty-nine were now the leaders of the people. 

They were under a great obligation to their children to act and obey in the light of all the miracles they had seen.
Deuteronomy 11:10 The land you are entering to take over is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you planted your seed and irrigated it by foot as in a vegetable garden. 
In Egypt, as long as the dependable annual flooding of the Nile occurred the cultivated land would be irrigated by pumping the water out of the river.
Deuteronomy 11:11 But the land you are crossing the Jordan to take possession of is a land of mountains and valleys that drinks rain from heaven. 
By contrast, the Promised Land could not be manually irrigated. It had to depend on rainfall. They could not depend on their own labor to bring water. They had to learn to depend on the LORD.
Deuteronomy 11:12-15 It is a land the LORD your God cares for; the eyes of the LORD your God are continually on it from the beginning of the year to its end. So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today--to love the LORD your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul-- then I will send rain on your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and oil. I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied. 
The LORD promised to provide that rain if they were obedient.
Deuteronomy 11:16-17 Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. Then the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut the heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the LORD is giving you. 
If they were not obedient the LORD would shut off the rain. It is worth observing that the history of Israel was marked by some very serious droughts.
Deuteronomy 11:18-21 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land that the LORD swore to give your forefathers, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth. 
Here Moses repeated the injunction of Deuteronomy 6:6-9 to make every action of their hands and every thought of their hearts captive to the will of the LORD. This was also to extend to their families and their societies.
Deuteronomy 11:22-23 If you carefully observe all these commands I am giving you to follow--to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways and to hold fast to him-- then the LORD will drive out all these nations before you, and you will dispossess nations larger and stronger than you. 
The LORD would also give them success in the battles before them in taking the land.
Deuteronomy 11:24 Every place where you set your foot will be yours: Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the western sea. 
Because of their lack of obedience the territories from Lebanon through the Syrian Desert to the Euphrates were never theirs. 
Deuteronomy 11:25 No man will be able to stand against you. The LORD your God, as he promised you, will put the terror and fear of you on the whole land, wherever you go. 
In the coming campaign west of the Jordan the LORD brought this to pass.
Deuteronomy 11:26-28 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse-- the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known. 
There were two choices, each with their own consequences. Obedience brought blessing, disobedience brought cursing.
Deuteronomy 11:29-30 When the LORD your God has brought you into the land you are entering to possess, you are to proclaim on Mount Gerizim the blessings, and on Mount Ebal the curses. As you know, these mountains are across the Jordan, west of the road, toward the setting sun, near the great trees of Moreh, in the territory of those Canaanites living in the Arabah in the vicinity of Gilgal.
Now Moses passed along a command from the LORD for a ceremony they were to perform when they had entered the land. This would be fulfilled as recorded in Joshua 8:33-35.
Deuteronomy 11:31-12:1 You are about to cross the Jordan to enter and take possession of the land the LORD your God is giving you. When you have taken it over and are living there, 11:32 be sure that you obey all the decrees and laws I am setting before you today. These are the decrees and laws you must be careful to follow in the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess--as long as you live in the land.
Moses cautioned them again about the importance of obedience. He now added a few things to what he had cautioned them to do.
Deuteronomy 12:2-4 Destroy completely all the places on the high mountains and on the hills and under every spreading tree where the nations you are dispossessing worship their gods. Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and burn their Asherah poles in the fire; cut down the idols of their gods and wipe out their names from those places. You must not worship the LORD your God in their way. 
They were destroy all the evidence and places of the false worship of the Canaanites in the land. They were to strictly adhere to the modes of worship that the LORD had set up. He had set them up for a reason.
Deuteronomy 12:5-6 But you are to seek the place the LORD your God will choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place you must go; there bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. 
They were to only worship at the Tabernacle of the LORD where His presence was said to be above the Mercy Seat on the Ark of the Covenant.
 The Ark and everything in the Tabernacle represented the person and the work of the savior to come, Jesus Christ. That was the only place they were to make their sacrifices. Later, they were to worship at the Temple where the Ark was located.
Deuteronomy 12:7 There, in the presence of the LORD your God, you and your families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you have put your hand to, because the LORD your God has blessed you. 
There was where all of the feasts and sacrifices commanded in the Law were to be held. It must be noted that during the even in the time of the Judges and the early Kings there were many occasions when other sacrifices to the LORD were made, not in conjunction with the Tabernacle.
Deuteronomy 12:8-9 You are not to do as we do here today, everyone as he sees fit, since you have not yet reached the resting place and the inheritance the LORD your God is giving you. 
This is the command that was given to the Israelites in the first year of their existence just before the Tabernacle (Tent of Meeting) was completed.

Leviticus 1:1 The LORD called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting. He said, ‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When any of you brings an offering to the LORD, bring as your offering an animal from either the herd or the flock. If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is to offer a male without defect. He must present it at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting so that it will be acceptable to the LORD.’”
So, clearly this was a command that all offerings should be made at the Tabernacle which had accompanied the main camp of Israel for thirty-eight years. Moses’ comment at that time made it clear that they had not followed that command, but were continuing to make offerings independent of the Tabernacle and the Priesthood, just as they had done before the Tabernacle, going back to the days of Abraham.

Deuteronomy 12:10 But you will cross the Jordan and settle in the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and he will give you rest from all your enemies around you so that you will live in safety. 
However, Moses saw the importance for new start once they crossed the Jordan and were settled. There they could find a permanent spot for the Tabernacle.
Deuteronomy 12:11 Then to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name--there you are to bring everything I command you: your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, and all the choice possessions you have vowed to the LORD. 
At the time it became even more important to follow the LORD’s command concerning the place offerings should be made. It would encourage unity between the tribes of Israel in the practice of their faith. From the time of the crossing of the Jordan until the building of the Temple the Tabernacle was always located in the central highlands west of the Jordan. From the time of Joshua until the time of Saul it was located in Shiloh in southern Ephraim, about ten miles from the home of Joshua. In Saul’s time it was moved from Shiloh to Nob about three miles from Saul’s home and capital in Gibeah. Then after Saul had all the priests of Nob slaughtered because he thought they were sympathetic to David, he moved it even closer the Gibeah, to Gibeon. Finally, the Temple replaced the Tabernacle and was built in Jerusalem by Solomon.
Deuteronomy 12:12 And there rejoice before the LORD your God, you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites from your towns, who have no allotment or inheritance of their own. 
The twelve tribes that had allotted districts were to gather at the Tabernacle along with the Levites to celebrate the LORD’s appointed feasts and to make their other special sacrifices as needed. Some of the Levites would have other special duties at the Tabernacle. The Levites included the Aaronic priests.
Deuteronomy 12:13-14 Be careful not to sacrifice your burnt offerings anywhere you please. Offer them only at the place the LORD will choose in one of your tribes, and there observe everything I command you. 
This specified the burnt offerings which were described in Leviticus 1-7. They were not to be offered anyplace else but at the Tabernacle. As I pointed out in our study of Leviticus, given the small size of the altar, the number of priests (3 to begin with), and the number people (about 2 million), it would have been impossible for everyone to offer one of the special sacrifices much more than once in forty years.
Deuteronomy 12:15 Nevertheless, you may slaughter your animals in any of your towns and eat as much of the meat as you want, as if it were gazelle or deer, according to the blessing the LORD your God gives you. Both the ceremonially unclean and the clean may eat it. 
Just to clear up any confusion, Moses made clear that once they were in the land, animals from their flocks and herds which were eligible to be offered (sheep, goats, cattle) could be slaughtered for eating anywhere, just as if they were wild game. The fact that Moses felt he had to make this point clear seems to indicate that while they were in the desert, and the manna was still falling, the animals of the flocks and herds were not eaten.
Deuteronomy 12:16 But you must not eat the blood; pour it out on the ground like water. 
Moses reiterated the command about eating blood given in Leviticus: 
Leviticus 7:26 “And wherever you live, you must not eat the blood of any bird or animal.”
 
Deuteronomy 12:17a You must not eat in your own towns the tithe of your grain and new wine and oil, or the firstborn of your herds and flocks,
This referred to the tithe of all the yearly produce that was dedicated to be used for the service of the Tabernacle and the charitable works it performed. This tithe was not to be consumed by the various tribes scattered in their town scattered though the land. This was per Leviticus:
Leviticus 27:30 “‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.”
Leviticus 18:21 “I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting.”

This also referred to their obligation to give the firstborn of their herds and flocks to be brought to the Tabernacle for sacrifice. Presumably these helped make up the flock which supplied the animals for the morning and evening sacrifices at the Tabernacle:
Exodus 34:19 “The first offspring of every womb belongs to me, including all the firstborn males of your livestock, whether from herd or flock.” (also Exodus 13:11-12 , Numbers 18:15-17).
Deuteronomy 12:17b or whatever you have vowed to give, or your freewill offerings or special gifts. 
All their freewill offerings were also to be brought to the Tabernacle.
Deuteronomy 12:18-19 Instead, you are to eat them in the presence of the LORD your God at the place the LORD your God will choose--you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites from your towns--and you are to rejoice before the LORD your God in everything you put your hand to. Be careful not to neglect the Levites as long as you live in your land.
All these offerings were evidently to be brought to the Tabernacle for which they were intended up at the time of the three great feasts of Israel; the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles.
 They were the special provision for the Levites.
Deuteronomy 12:20 When the LORD your God has enlarged your territory as he promised you, and you crave meat and say, “I would like some meat,” then you may eat as much of it as you want. 
This further supports the idea expressed earlier that while Israel was in the desert, they were forbidden to eat the meat of the flocks and herds.
Deuteronomy 12:21-22 If the place where the LORD your God chooses to put his Name is too far away from you, you may slaughter animals from the herds and flocks the LORD has given you, as I have commanded you, and in your own towns you may eat as much of them as you want. Eat them as you would gazelle or deer. Both the ceremonially unclean and the clean may eat. 
If the Israelites had actually obeyed the LORD and trusted in Him, He would have given them the land all the way to the Euphrates River. In that case, it would have been too far to bring the firstborn. They would have died on the way. In that case they could kill and eat them at home. However, Deuteronomy 14:24-26 tells us they should then take their value in silver to the Tabernacle.
Deuteronomy 12:23-25 But be sure you do not eat the blood, because the blood is the life, and you must not eat the life with the meat. You must not eat the blood; pour it out on the ground like water. Do not eat it, so that it may go well with you and your children after you, because you will be doing what is right in the eyes of the LORD. 
This reiterates again the command against eating the blood (verse 16). Foremost, it had a ceremonial significance. Secondly, it had adverse ramifications for their health.
Deuteronomy 12:26 But take your consecrated things and whatever you have vowed to give, and go to the place the LORD will choose. 
This just says that the things which belonged to the LORD by Law (tithes and firstborn) or vow should be taken to wherever the Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant was.
Deuteronomy 12:27 Present your burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD your God, both the meat and the blood. The blood of your sacrifices must be poured beside the altar of the LORD your God, but you may eat the meat. 
Brazen Altar in the courtyard of the Tabernacle was where burnt offerings should be offered and where their blood should be spilled.
Deuteronomy 12:28 Be careful to obey all these regulations I am giving you, so that it may always go well with you and your children after you, because you will be doing what is good and right in the eyes of the LORD your God. 
They were to be careful about this. They weren’t. In Judges, Kings, and Chronicles were see numerous episodes where offering were made at other places.
Deuteronomy 12:29-30 The LORD your God will cut off before you the nations you are about to invade and dispossess. But when you have driven them out and settled in their land, and after they have been destroyed before you, be careful not to be ensnared by inquiring about their gods, saying, “How do these nations serve their gods? We will do the same.” 
If they were not careful to follow the LORD’s way, they would soon begin improvising their own way. Not long after that, they would start adopting the ways of the nations they had displaced.
Deuteronomy 12:31 You must not worship the LORD your God in their way, because in worshiping their gods, they do all kinds of detestable things the LORD hates. They even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods. 
Eventually, the Israelites came to the place that they were doing this most detestable thing themselves. In the end, before the LORD destroyed them and sent them into the Babylonian captivity, they were worse than the people they had displaced.
Deuteronomy 12:32 See that you do all I command you; do not add to it or take away from it.
In the history of Israel, their greatest fault before the Babylonian exile was taking away from the commands of the LORD or ignoring them. In the time preceding the First Advent of Christ, their greatest fault was adding to the Law.
� A cubit is about 18 inches.


� This is described in Exodus 19-20.


� Gudgodah refers to Hor Haggidgad in Numbers 33:32-33.


� Moseroth / Moserah is not mentioned anywhere else. It means “bonds.”


� Bene Jaakan as a location is not mentioned anywhere else. However since it means “sons of Jaakan,” the mention of the Jaakanites in Deuteronomy 10:6 certainly refers to the same place.


� Hor Haggidgad is not mentioned anywhere else. However in Deuteronomy 10:6 Gudgodah is listed as the location prior to Jotbathah. Because of the similarity of the consonants it is almost certainly the same place. The meaning of both Haggidgad and Gudgodah is uncertain.


� Jotbathah is not mentioned anywhere except in Deuteronomy 10:6. The meaning is uncertain.


� Abronah is not mentioned anywhere else. It means “crossing or ford.”


� Ezion Geber is well established as being at the head of the present day Gulf of Aqaba.


� The "wells of the Jaakanites" is to be identified with Bene Jaakan, Moserah with Moseroth (Nu 33:31), and Gudgodah (v.7) with Hor Haggidgad (Nu 33:32). It appears that after leaving Kadesh, Israel went toward Edom and then later returned to Kadesh before starting on the last trip around Edom and up onto the plains of Moab. Consequently the order here is the reverse of that in Nu 33:31-33. Moserah was evidently a larger area that included Mount Hor. So it was correct to identify Aaron's place of death as either Mount Hor (Nu 20:22-29; 33:38-39; Dt 32:50) or Moserah (Dt 10:6). Moserah means "chastisement" and might be Moses' designation of the area, not a generally used name. None of the places mentioned has been located with certainty.


� 


� Exodus 25:22, 30:6.


� Also Leviticus 17:10-14, 19:26, Deuteronomy 12:23.


� These three feasts are also sometimes known as Passover, Pentecost, and Ingathering.
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