Revelation – Lesson 7
Revelation 7:1-17
Last time we studied Chapter 6 of Revelation. There, Jesus, represented as the figure of “the Lamb that was Slain,” was shown sitting on His throne holding a scroll where it was written what would happen in the first half of the Tribulation. He was worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because He “was slain, and purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.” In Chapter 6, he rolled the scroll past the first six seals.
The six seals that were opened described aspects of the first half of the Tribulation. These things are described in more detail later in Revelation. The first four seals revealed four horsemen that rode out on horses. The first rider was on a white horse and depicted Jesus as a conqueror coming to take back the world. The next three horses depicted the means by which Jesus will bring great tribulation to the world. That tribulation will bring the world an opportunity to repent and turn to the LORD. For those who refuse, it will also bring destruction. The first of the  three horseman rode on a horse of fire depicting warfare. The second was on a black horse, depicting famine. The last was on a green horse and depicted the suffering that will follow the release of many of the demons from the Abyss, a compartment of hell. They will torment all those on the earth who have not turned to Christ.
The fifth seal changed the focus and revealed the purpose of God’s long delay from John’s day in bringing judgment on those who have martyred His servants. It was to provide time for succeeding generations to add to the number who are saved.

The sixth seal summarized aspects of things that will happen during the first half of Tribulation. They will be described in greater detail in the subsequent chapters of Revelation.
This lesson’s chapter, Chapter 7 of Revelation, is like a great parenthesis. Chapter 6 was the prologue. It foreshadowed and summarized what is to happen in the first half of the Tribulation, and who are the actors. Chapter 7 describes the final preparations and names some of the cast.

Revelation 7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds tempests 
 of the earth to prevent any wind tempest from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 
The Greek word used twice in this verse is ἄνεμος {ä'-ne-mos} which is always used in the New Testament to speak of violent and dangerous winds, not simply “winds.” I have therefore used the words “tempests” and “tempest” to translate it.

In the tableau that John was being shown, this was like the flashing of the lights in a theatre, or the ringing of the bell. It was time to move the final pieces into place before the curtain was raised. It also indicated that the curtain will not open until God is ready. Here, the angels were holding the curtain on the beginning of the destruction of the earth. It is clear from verses 2 and 3, that when the “tempests” started to blow, great harm would come to the earth. I cannot help believing that the “four” tempests correspond with the destruction that was associated the “four” horsemen in Chapter 6. Winds or whirlwinds (tornadoes) are often used in the Bible to depict judgments from God.

Revelation 7:2 Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: 
Before the winds of destruction being held back by the four angels could be turned loose, there was one other thing to accomplish. They were warned not to let the tempests loose by an angel from the east. The angel was probably said to be from the east because it is from the east that Christ will finally come,
 and this angel is an early precursor of that event. Here the angel was about to reveal the casting for some important players in the Tribulation. They will have been waiting a long time to play their parts.
Revelation 7:3a “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees
As we shall see, the beginning of the tribulation will involve great destruction on the land and sea. It also will involve great destruction of plant life. The beginning of the next chapter will take us back to before any harm had been done.
Revelation 7:3b until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”

Before the opening act of the Tribulation, the LORD will select an army of 144,000 from the children of Israel.

Clearly, these servants who are drafted by being “sealed” (formally designated) will be sealed before any harm has come to the earth, i.e., before the Tribulation starts. The next verse speaks of 144,000 servants of God, who are clearly believers. The question is, “Where do they come from if the Church (which consists of all believers, both Jews and Gentiles) will be taken up into heaven at the Rapture. Answer, they can only come from Heaven where they have been waiting. They will be returned to the earth from there.
Revelation 7:4 Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 
“All the tribes of Israel” does not include any representation from the tribe of Dan. Evidently, in the destiny of Israel, the tribe of Dan has been downgraded from a tribe. We also see this indicated in the Old Testament. In the genealogies of 1 Chronicles, there are genealogies for every tribe but Dan. You may remember that in the early history of Israel (recorded in Judges 17 and 18) all but a few of the tribe of Dan abandoned their inheritance (located in the territory of the Philistines along the Mediterranean coast) and took for themselves a town to the north of Israel. At the same time they set up a false temple and idol which became the model for the sin of Jeroboam. Only a few Danites lingered in the territory God had given them. Sampson and his parents were among these. Perhaps there aren’t enough Danites in heaven to raise 12,000 of them to be witnesses.

Revelation 7:5-8 From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, from the tribe of Gad 12,000, from the tribe of Asher 12,000, from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, from the tribe of Levi 12,000, from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, from the tribe of Joseph 
 12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000. 
This brings us to the introduction of the 144,000 witnesses. It is important to remember that this next scene is played out in Heaven. It is also important to remember, that prophetically, when the Tribulation is about to start, all believers will have been removed to Heaven, either by previous death or the rapture. All my life, I have heard teachers say that these 144,000 will be chosen from the Sons of Israel who are on the earth at the time of the Rapture. As I became more familiar with the Bible and the history of the children of Israel, two things began to nag at me regarding to this interpretation. First, there will no doubt be more than enough unbelieving Jews on the earth after the Rapture to supply 144,000 candidates. However, today’s Jews are mainly made up of three tribes of the sons of Israel, Judah 
 (hence the name Jews), Benjamin, and Levi. Almost all the people who could trace their ancestry back to the tribes of the northern Kingdom have disappeared into the mists of history. Yet three quarters of these people chosen here are descended from those northern tribes (Reuben, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Issachar, Zebulun, Ephraim). It is very doubtful that anywhere near a tenth of a hundred thousand males could be found today who could trace their lineage back to those tribes. Of course, I told myself, that although their lineage may be a mystery to the people themselves, God would know if a man had a lineage back to Gad (for example) even though his forbears had lived as Afghans or Kazakhs for 2,500 years.
 

The second thing that troubled me was that these 144,000 were presented as mature, strong, and dedicated from the very first of their ministry. Even the twelve disciples of Jesus had far to go in the maturation of their faith after nearly three years of teaching by Jesus Christ Himself. In the account in Revelation these men seem mature beyond their years in the faith. If they were not taken in the Rapture, they couldn’t possibly be more than three years removed from their initial faith when they take up their ministry.
However, the Word of God does not lie. So, I accepted this interpretation for many years. However, a few years ago, I was once again reading Ezekiel 37, when it dawned on me who these 144,000 were. We find the account which tells us who the 144,000 were in Ezekiel 37. 
If we read the section of Ezekiel that precedes Ezekiel 37, it is clear the passage is talking about the restoration of Israel in the end times. That is demonstrated by the following section:
Ezekiel 36:35-38 “They will say, ‘This land that was laid waste has become like the garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and inhabited.’ Then the nations around you that remain will know that I the LORD have rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’ ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Once again I will yield to the plea of the house of Israel and do this for them: I will make their people as numerous as sheep, as numerous as the flocks for offerings at Jerusalem during her appointed feasts. So will the ruined cities be filled with flocks of people. Then they will know that I am the LORD.’”
So, Ezekiel 37, which follows it, must be read in the context of the end times:
Ezekiel 37:1-14 “The hand of the LORD was upon me (Ezekiel), and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry.
 He asked me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ I said, ‘O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’’ So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds,
 O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’’ So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army. Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
 They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel.
 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle set you 
 in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’”
In Ezekiel’s vision he saw the bones of people from “the whole house of Israel.” Their bones were “very dry,” meaning they were long dead. In their life they were cut off from the hope of Israel, the fulfillment of God’s covenant with Israel. In the vision however, God brought them back to life to fulfill the work of Israel. This is the very thing which Daniel prophesied in Daniel 9 that they would do before the finish of the seventy weeks of Israel:
Daniel 9:24a “Seventy ‘sevens’ (of years) are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness,” 
“Your (Daniel’s) people” refers to Israel. This first sixty-nine sevens (of years) were fulfilled when Jesus Christ came in His First Advent. Remember, Israel means “the Prince of God.”
Daniel 9:24b “to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.”
The anointing of Jesus as King and the sealing up of vision and prophecy will be fulfilled at Jesus’ Second advent by both Jesus Christ and the people of Israel.

Daniel 9:25-27 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come (the beast of Revelation) will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end 
 will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. He (the Beast) will impose a treaty with the many 
 for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ (after 3½ years)  he will put an end to sacrifice and offering.
 And on a wing [of the temple]
 he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed 
 is poured out on him.”

Indeed, Isaiah 26:17-19 spoke of the failure of historical Israel to evangelize the world, and yet it says they will live again to fulfill that mission:

Isaiah 26:17-19 “As a woman with child and about to give birth writhes and cries out in her pain, so were we in your presence, O LORD. We were with child, we writhed in pain, but we gave birth to wind. We have not brought salvation to the earth; we have not given birth to people of the world. But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead.” 
Also, in Psalm 71 the writer seems to foretell a ministry to “all who are to come.” 
Psalm 71:18-20 “Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come. Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O God, you who have done great things. Who, O God, is like you? Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter, you will restore my life again; from the depths of the earth you will again bring me up.” 
Also, the revealing of these 144,000 takes place in Revelation 14:1, just after God’s two witnesses (Moses and Elijah), also resurrected from Israel’s past, have been taken from the world. I will have more about this at that time.
My conclusion from all these things is that the 144,000 are all descendants of ancient believing Israelites who died before Israel had a chance to fulfill their destiny. Like Moses and Elijah, they will be brought back to help finish the destiny for which God created the nation to begin with. God’s purposes are never thwarted, though they are sometimes delayed.
Evidently, in the vision John did not see the sealing of the 144,000, but only heard the request that they be sealed before the Tribulation began. We will see the beginning of their ministry in Revelation 14, at the beginning of the second half of the Tribulation.
Revelation 7:9a After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,
 standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. 
Here the tableau presented to John changed again. He saw before him a great multitude that was beyond counting.
 These are described as people from “every nation, tribe, people and language.” In Revelation 5:9-10 this was the same description given of the group there:

Revelation 5:9b-10 “You (Jesus Christ) are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”

That group is clearly all those who have been “purchased for God” by the blood of the Lamb. In other words, it is all of mankind who are saved and are “in Christ.” The blood of the Lamb signifies Christ’s atoning death for our sins.
Revelation 7:9b They were wearing white robes
They were shown in white robes which signify the Lord’s gift of His righteousness to all who believe in Him.
Revelation 7:9b and were holding palm branches in their hands. 

They were also shown carrying palm branches in their hands. According to the Old Testament, the carrying of Palm branches was to be a sign of the Feast of the Ingathering (or Tabernacles).

Leviticus 23:39-41 “‘So beginning with the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops of the land, celebrate the festival to the LORD for seven days; the first day is a day of rest, and the eighth day also is a day of rest. On the first day you are to take choice fruit from the trees, and palm fronds, leafy branches and poplars, and rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. Celebrate this as a festival to the LORD for seven days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month.
The carrying of these branches signifies the readiness of these people to finally fulfill in reality, the shadow of the Feast of Ingathering. That will only happen when, at the end of the Tribulation when all of God’s people will gather to Jerusalem to celebrate the beginning of Christ’s kingdom on earth. We will later see that this will evidently happen on the day of the Feast of Tabernacles, “the fifteenth day of the seventh month” (late September to early October).
Revelation 7:10 And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

The phrase “salvation belongs to our God” is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Hosanna,” which is found in Psalm 118:25. You may remember that was the Psalm the Jews were quoting when they welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday in 30 AD in expectation of Him declaring Himself as King. Unfortunately, they didn’t understand that before He came as King, He first had to come as the Lamb.
All of those present were there because of a common faith. If they were from the Church Age, they had all believed in the Lamb God had provided. If they were from the Old Testament period they had believed in the Lamb they knew that God was going to provide.

Revelation 7:11a All the angels were standing around encompassing the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures things.
This multitude of people was shown around the throne with the Lamb. They had joined the tableau of the 24 elders and the four living things and the trillions of angels which had been seen by John in a previous tableau. Remember, the angels encompassed the throne like the stars encompass the earth.
Revelation 7:11b They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
The Lamb on the throne was also God.

Revelation 7:12 saying: “Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”
In each of the four tributes to God in Revelation so far, the list of things that His creatures acknowledge in Him extends farther and farther. First, in Revelation 1:6 they sang of His glory and power. In Revelation 4:11 they sang of His glory, honor and power. In Revelation 5:13 they sang of His praise, honor, glory and power. Here in Revelation 7:11 they sing of His praise, glory, wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strength.

In the larger sense, Jesus’ mission in His incarnation, life, and death was to teach His creatures His incredible character and to make them grateful that He was who He was, the “I am who I am.” 

Revelation 7:13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?” 
It is interesting that it is one of the elders that asked John, not John asking the elder. It is because John knows that these must all be believers. 
Revelation 7:14a I answered, “Sir, you know.”
 And he said, “These are they who have come out of from the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
The word that the NIV translates “out of” is the Greek word ἐκ {ek}. Its meaning is given as “out of, from, by, away from.” Although many have interpreted this passage as speaking of the saints who are to die in the great Tribulation, I have to believe it is speaking of the Church which has been delivered “out from” the Tribulation by the Rapture. After all, in this scene, the events of the Tribulation were yet to unfold as the four angels were holding back the four Tempests. How could Tribulation Saints be pictured in Heaven here, when the events that would kill them hadn’t been depicted yet? The saints pictured here, who are eagerly waiting for the curtain to draw back and the play to begin, are all believers who have been delivered from going through the Tribulation. 
Revelation 7:15 Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent 
 over them.
We who are believers will be in His Temple because we are part of His Temple:
Revelation 3:12 “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.”
Ephesians 2:19-21 “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.”
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple.”
Revelation 7:16 Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat.
Of course this is not talking about physical hunger or thirst, but of something greater, something spiritual. John must have remembered Jesus’ promise recorded in John’s own gospel: 
John 6:35 “Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.’”

Revelation 7:17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water.
 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
The Lamb will be the shepherd. One from among the flock is the one who acts as the shepherd. All these are promises to each of us once we are in Heaven.
� In Daniel’s prophecy of the coming history of the world, these four tempests are also described:


Daniel 7:2 “Daniel said: ‘In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea.’” (the Mediterranean).


� Examples:


 Psalms 11:6 “On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a scorching wind will be their lot.”


Proverbs 1:24-27 “But since you rejected me when I called and no one gave heed when I stretched out my hand, since you ignored all my advice and would not accept my rebuke, I in turn will laugh at your disaster; I will mock when calamity overtakes you-- when calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when distress and trouble overwhelm you.”


� Jesus Christ will return from the east (Isaiah 41:2, Ezekiel 43:1-4, Malachi 4:2, Zechariah 14:4 ).


� It is notable that the High Priest, who represented the people of Israel before God, wore an Ephod, with twelve seals. One for each of the tribes of Israel. Exodus 39:5-6, 14 “Its (the ephod’s) skillfully woven waistband was like it--of one piece with the ephod and made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and with finely twisted linen, as the LORD commanded Moses. They mounted the onyx stones in gold filigree settings and engraved them like a seal with the names of the sons of Israel. --- There were twelve stones, one for each of the names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes.” The High Priest also wore a plate and seal of pure gold engraved with HOLY TO THE LORD. (Exodus 28:36)


� Some have speculated that in light of the prophecy of Genesis 49:17 that the false prophet will be descended from Dan. He certainly is in the spirit of that tribe.


� Referring to the tribe of Ephraim, who Jacob blessed in preference to Manasseh (Genesis 48:20).


� The tribe of Simeon seems to have been absorbed into the people of Judah with whom they shared towns and territory. They are never mentioned in the Old Testament after the time of David.


� The exiles from the Northern Kingdom seem to have disappeared into the steppes of Central Asia.


� “Very dry,” in other words means, very old. Over 2000 years old to be precise, if these are the 144,000.


� Notice that in the scene in Revelation 7 when these are about to be sealed that the angels are said to be holding back the “four winds” or “tempests.”


� Notice this is the whole house of Israel, not just the Jews (the Southern kingdom). At the time Ezekiel prophesied, the Northern Kingdom and tribes had been out of existence as a recognizable entity for 150 years. Remember that the phrase “whole house of Israel” also describes the 144,000 of Revelation.


� He will bring their souls from heaven where they were abiding, back to Israel. There He will evidently bring them spectacularly out of the graves where they were buried. Then they will be gathered to stand with the Lord on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem (Revelation 14:1).


� The Hebrew word here, יָנַח {yaw-nakh'} is more often translated (particularly in Ezekiel) “to lay or set down, deposit, let lie, or place.” As related to those raised here, it fits more perfectly as in Revelation 14:1 they seem to be brought back all together by Jesus Christ to stand on Mt. Zion with Jesus just after the resurrection of the two witnesses at the 3½ year mark of the Tribulation.


� This is speaking of the last seven years, year 484 to 490 of the age of Israel. Then the events of the Tribulation will burst like a flash flood out of the mountains of Judea.


� The question is: Who are the “many?” Some have interpreted this as speaking of a treaty between Israel and the country of the beast. I believe it refers to a treaty with the rest of the world by which they recognize the beast’s Supreme authority, hence the number 666 on every man’s hand and forehead (Revelation 13:16-18).


� It is at this time that the two witnesses, Moses and Elijah are killed. It is quite probable, that what is described here is related to the death of those two men.


� The term “of the Temple” does not even occur in the original. This translation has no doubt been forced out by reasoning that 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 indicates that the image of the beast (Revelation 13:15) is located in God’s Temple. It is worth noting that the wailing wall in Jerusalem might well be described as a “wing,” as it is off to the side of the original Temple location.


� Daniel 7:11 and Revelation 19:20.


� I far prefer the KJV translation of this last sentence. “And for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”


� See Revelation 5:9.


� It is worth considering that the number of the angels was given, but the number of these was not given. Worth considering, but I don’t have an answer as to what it means.


� Notice in this last list, the number of items is seven, the number of completion.


�His name given to Moses at “the burning acacia tree” in Exodus 3:14. 


� John has learned from the previous question in Revelation 5:2 when the angel asked, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” He realizes that the elders already know the answer as they did in that case when the elder gave the answer in Revelation 5:5.


� Notice the covering of God of these saints, a tabernacle over them as in the Feast of Tabernacles.


� Remember the promise of the Lord at the Feast of Tabernacles in 29 AD:


John 7:37-38 “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.’”
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