Revelation – Lesson 6
Revelation 6:1-17
Last time we studied Chapter 5 of Revelation where Jesus, first represented as the figure of the Son of Man on His throne holding the scroll with seven seals, was then pictured as the figure of the Lamb that was Slain on His throne now holding the scroll with seven seals. It was revealed that He was “worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.” The twenty-four elders and four living beings sang a song to that effect. That chorus was joined by an innumerable number of angels (literally, the number is sometimes translated as 100 trillion) who then come into view. They sang the refrain, “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  Then John was shown a vision of every creature in heaven and on earth singing: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” 
The six seals that were opened here described aspects of the first half of the tribulation that will unfold after the Rapture. Some of this will be described in Revelation in more detail later. It is important not to get the idea that these things will happen one after the other chronologically. Neither should we think that they happen all at the same time. All we can be sure of from the unfolding tableau that John was shown is that they will happen at some time during the first half of the seven-year Great Tribulation.
Revelation 6:1 I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one (the first) of the four living creatures things say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 
You may remember that we studied how the four living things that appeared in this tableau, stood for the living Word of God and that their faces stood for the characteristics of Jesus Christ present in the four Gospels. Their faces were that of a lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle. They stood respectively for Christ’s characteristics as King, Servant, Man, and God respectively. Each of these characteristics made Him worthy to open the seals and to call forth the four horsemen of the apocalypse which stand for conquest, war, famine, and condemnation.
Revelation 6:2 I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest. 
As you may remember, the first living thing had a face like a lion. It stood for the testimony of Jesus as King. Fittingly, the rider here is the only one of the four horsemen that come out that wears a crown. The rider symbolized Jesus Christ coming to take back the world. We must understand that although God is still sovereign, the concept that Satan has made a claim for rulership of the world is demonstrated in Matthew when he offered Jesus the kingdoms of the world:

Matthew 4:8-9 “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. ‘All this I will give you,’ he said, ‘if you will bow down and worship me.’” 
It is also illustrated in Job:

Job 1:7 “The LORD said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ Satan answered the LORD, ‘From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.’”
In the ancient world putting your foot on something signified ownership or rulership. 
Jesus was the rider on the white horse. White is always associated with righteousness.
 Later in the vision of Revelation, He is shown in the same way, mounted on a white horse: 
Revelation 19:11-13 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God.” 
The rider was shown holding the battle bow. This directly connects with two great Messianic passages in Zechariah. First, Zechariah 10:4: 
“From Judah will come the cornerstone, from him the tent peg, from him the battle bow, from him every ruler the coming out of every oppressor.”
 
The promise that from him will come “the coming out of every oppressor” refers to the promise given just previously in Zechariah 9:8b “Not again will an oppressor overrun my people, for now I am keeping watch.” Who will accomplish this? Read the next verse: 
Zechariah 9:9 “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

In the vision in our passage, Jesus rode out on the first horse as “a conqueror bent on conquest.” The conquest is Jesus’ campaign to take back the earth and defeat Satan’s claims and the worldly system. This campaign encapsulated the purpose of the Tribulation which begins the “what must take place after this” (Revelation 4:1). The three horsemen that followed the King symbolized the forces and means by which He will bring the Great Tribulation upon the earth.
Revelation 6:3-4 When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature thing say, “Come!” Then another horse came out, a fiery red one Then came another, a horse of fire.
 Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword.
The second living thing had a face like an ox. It stood for the testimony of Jesus as the “longsuffering servant.” The second horseman was riding on a horse of fire. Fire stands for judgment and purification. He held a sword in His hand. The sword is the symbol of war:

Psalms 7:11-13 “God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses his wrath every day. If he (the wicked) does not relent, he (God) will sharpen his sword; he will bend and string his bow. He (God) has prepared his deadly weapons; he makes ready his flaming arrows.” 
This is first of the forces revealed in this vision by which God will bring tribulation on the earth. War will rage on the earth. It will probably rage first between the nations struggling for scarce resources after the natural disasters that will accompany the start of the Tribulation. At the last, it will take place between the armies of the nations and the Army of God. These wars are described in detail in the rest of Revelation.
Revelation 6:5-6 When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature thing 
 say, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. Then I heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures things, saying, “A quart of wheat for a day’s wages, and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!”
The third living thing had a face like a man. It stood for the testimony of Jesus as the “son of man.” The third horseman was riding on a black horse. Black is the color of night, the opposite of light. We know that the sun will be partially obscured, and evidently the world will be dark for much of the day. This would lead to failure of crops. The rider held scales in his hand. Scales are the symbol of commerce and trade. A voice called out from the living things, “A quart of wheat for a day’s wages, and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!” This indicated the scarcity of food and the onset of starvation. This is second of the forces revealed in this vision by which God will bring tribulation on the earth. Worldwide, crops will fail. Famine will become a worsening problem. These conditions are described in detail in the rest of Revelation.
Revelation 6:7-8 When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature thing say, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a pale green horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades 
 was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth. 
The fourth living thing was like a flying eagle. It stood for the testimony of Jesus as the “son of God.” As such, He holds the keys to the place where many of the fallen angels are imprisoned. These places are known as death and Hades. Revelation 1:18 “I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” The fourth rider was named “Death.” I believe that the idea that is conveyed here is that God will release those fallen angels which are imprisoned in Hades which is within the earth. That is what is described later in Revelation 9:2-11, 14. The word translated “pale” here by the NIV is χλωρός {khlō-ro's}.
 It should be translated “green” like it is in its three other occurrences in the New Testament (Mark 6:39, Revelation 8:7, and Revelation 9:4). Some of the other Bible versions have translated it “pale green like a corpse” or “ashen,” but plain “green” is all that the word means. The significance of green is harder to interpret, but one connection that I can make here is that these fallen angels that are released are forbidden to “to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree.”
 (Revelation 9:4). This is third of the forces revealed in this vision by which God will bring tribulation on the earth. He will allow the pent-up fury of the demons to be released on unsaved mankind. As the ungodly Babylonians were used to punish Israel, so will the LORD use these ungodly demons to punish the earth.
Revelation 6:9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 
This seems to represent a new tableau in the revelation. The scene of the four horsemen was replaced with a vision of an altar. As we learn later in the vision the altar here seems to be like the golden altar of incense from the Temple (Revelation 8:3-4) which represented the prayers of the saints ascending to Heaven on the fragrance of Christ’s righteousness.
Revelation 6:10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 
Now, the LORD illustrated His patience with the inhabitants of the earth and their persecution and murder of those who had maintained the testimony of the word of God. It should be remembered that as John witnessed this vision, he was on the island of Patmos because of the first widespread persecution of Christians by the Roman Empire. This vision was to give Christians patience. This vision also illustrated that what John saw was merely a representation for the purpose of teaching a point. The souls of believers, who died as martyrs, are not bound in heaven under an altar. This merely illustrates their impatience for the LORD to come again and take back the earth.
Revelation 6:11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.
God has a reason for withholding judgment:
Romans 9:22-24 “What if God, choosing willing 
 to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory-- even us, whom he also called,
 not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?”

What is this saying? It is saying that the longer God withholds wrath, the more numerous will be the objects of His mercy. That is us. If God had not withheld His wrath in the 1st Century when John saw this vision, none of us living today would have existed to receive the glory that He intends for us.
Evidently, God has a number written, which will make up the tally of those who will live with Him forever. It hasn’t been reached yet. But until it is, those who have died, and are in heaven will live with God in righteousness, dressed in white (in a robe which implies a body).
Revelation 6:12a I watched as he opened the sixth seal. 
The opening of the sixth seal again reveals aspects of things that happen during the first half of Tribulation. They are described in greater detail in the following chapters, but here they are summarized.

Revelation 6:12b There was a great earthquake. 
Revelation 8:5 “Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake.”
Revelation 6:12c The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, 
Sackcloth of goat hair was a loosely woven cloth through which some light would come. This description would correspond with descriptions we have of the sun following events like volcano eruptions and meteor strikes when great amounts of dust hang suspended in the air for months and years.
Revelation 6:12d the whole moon turned blood red, 
The effect of the dust will turn the light of the moon red. The screening effect of the suspended dust is described later in Revelation:
Revelation 8:12 “The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night.”
Revelation 6:13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind.
The “stars” here refer to the fallen angels who have been at war with God and His angels among the stars of the universe. The power of God will cast them to earth where their battle will conclude. It is also described later in Revelation:
Revelation 12:3-4 “Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.”
Revelation 6:14 The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was shaken from its place. 
The “sky receding like a scroll” precisely describes what the sky will look like as the ejecta 
 from the meteor strike and the volcanic explosion described in Revelation 8:7-11 spread across the upper atmosphere around the earth. Every mountain and island being “shaken from its place” also describes the great earthquakes which will naturally follow those events.
In what is prophesied next, the human leaders of the earth seem to follow the pattern of the Egyptian Pharaoh of the Exodus, who, after the ten plagues, was struck by the fear of God. However, afterward, he hardened his heart even harder, and sent his chariots against the people of God. So also, these leaders, who have seen evidence of the Rapture of the Church and the horrors of the beginning of the Tribulation will be terrified of God. But instead of seeking God’s face, and His mercy, they will try to hide from Him. 

Revelation 6:15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 
This refers to all those who have failed to trust in the LORD. Evidently those who have believed as a result of what they have seen will gather together to Israel and Jerusalem to hear the preaching of the Two Witnesses. We shall see the record of that and see the identity of the Two Witnesses later.
Revelation 6:16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 
This echoes the cry of the wicked people of the Northern Kingdom of Israel before their destruction by the Assyrians in the 8th Century BC:

Hosea 10:8b “Then they will say to the mountains, ‘Cover us!’ and to the hills, ‘Fall on us!’”
Revelation 6:17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”
It always stuns me that one of the persistent lies that grow like a weed in every generation is that relationship with God is based on not committing sins and on doing good works. Salvation by faith through grace and not by works was the basis of the Protestant Reformation. Yet today, most of the members of the old-line denominations that were persecuted to defend that principal think that good works is the basis of salvation.

The six seals opened so far revealed aspects of the disasters that are about to take place during the first half of the Tribulation. They won’t begin to unfold in detail until after the seventh seal is broken in Chapter 8 of Revelation.

� Some other passages that associate white with righteousness: Matthew 17:1-2 “After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.” Revelation 14:14 “I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one ‘like a son of man’ with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand.”


� This is the literal translation. 


� The passage goes on to promise that He will do away with war after the Kingdom comes. Zechariah 9:10 “I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.”


� This is the literal translation. The Greek word translated “fiery red” is πυρρός {pür-ro's} which is derived from the Greek word πυρ {pür} for “fire.”


� The third creature looked like a man.


� Perhaps speaking of the fallen angels released from the pit (Revelation 9:1-11) and those released with the four bound angels at the River Euphrates (Revelation 9:14-19). All of these are currently in Hades.


� It is a root word for our word “chlorophyll.”


� Revelation 9:4


� Most of the other translations use “willing”, which I find more appropriate.


� Ephesians 2:6-7 “And God raised us up in Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”


� See 2 Peter 3:15a “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation.”


� “Ejecta” refers to particles ejected from an area. In � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanology" \o "Volcanology" �volcanology�, the term refers to particles that come out of a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcano" \o "Volcano" �volcanic� vent, In � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planetary_geology" \o "Planetary geology" �planetary geology�, this term includes the debris that is ejected during the formation of an � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_crater" \o "Impact crater" �impact crater�.
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