
Revelation – Lesson 25
Revelation 22:6 – 22:21
In the last two lessons we saw how John was shown a vision of the Bride of Christ. The Bride was identified with the Holy City, which came down from heaven.
 Inside the Holy City was Jesus Christ who had also been called “the Lamb that was slain.” He was on His throne which seems to have been at the Tree of Life. From beneath the throne and from the roots of the Tree flowed the River of the Water of Life. Also, from him emanated the light which lighted the city. Everything described about the Holy City is clearly figurative and metaphorical, although many aspects of it will also be literal. There will be a river, which flows from Jerusalem, and from His throne, just as there was a river that flowed from the Garden of Eden that watered the earth. However, we know for sure that physical Jerusalem will not have walls 70 yards thick as shown in John’s vision of the city. The following passage from Zechariah, which was also a vision, used different metaphors to describe the vastness and security of the Eternal Jerusalem which will be the dwelling place of the Lord Jesus Christ:
Zechariah 2:4b-5 “Jerusalem will be a city without walls because of the great number of men and livestock animals 
 in it.
 And I myself will be a wall of fire around it,’
 declares the LORD, ‘and I will be its glory within.’”

I think it is best to begin this lesson by starting with the last verse of the last lesson:

Revelation 22:5 “There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.”
With this verse, Revelation finished the LORD’s revelation of the end times. The succeeding verses instead focus on the present of the apostle John in about 95 AD. What these verses say also apply for everyone who has lived since that time.
Revelation 22:6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.” 
This tells us that these words, given to John in about 95 AD, were for all of God’s servants. They are also for us. They are attested by the angel as true and coming from God. This also attested that the prophets of Scripture had also spoken by the inspiration of God.
The angel here was one of the seven angels who had first been shown with the seven plagues in Revelation 15:6. God had sent one of them in Revelation 17:1 to show John the “great prostitute” which was Babylon the Great. God had also sent one of them in Revelation 21:9 to show John the Holy City. That angel may have been the same one of the seven from Revelation 17 or a different one of the seven. The angel in Revelation 22:6 was definitely the angel of Revelation 21:9 who had shown John the vision of the Holy City.
Revelation 22:7 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps studies 
 the words of the prophecy in this book.” 
There is a blessing God guarantees us because we study Revelation, in spite of the fact it can be difficult. One of the blessings is that it helps us put world history in perspective. It is also a blessing because we know how history ends. We win! Satan loses! Another blessing is that it makes us more aware of how all of the Bible ties together, both Old Testament and New Testament.
Since Revelation is the last Book in Scripture, there is also a sense in which the phrase “this book” refers to all of the Bible. It is certainly true that the study of any of God’s Word is a blessing.
Revelation 22:8a I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. 
Among all of John’s books, Revelation was the only one in which he positively identified himself as the writer as he did here.

Revelation 22:8b And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 
We are always to remember that God is the only person worthy of our worship. It has always been one of the greatest pitfalls in the Church to take our eyes off of Jesus Christ and put them on others. As an example, we find people in some Churches on their knees in front of images of Mary, the angel Michael, a multitude of “saints,” and other intermediaries to God’s throne. This has beset the Church for the last two millennia. Paul had to address part of this problem in Colossians 2:18a “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize.” Perhaps this helps explain to us why God has been obliged to limit His revelation of the details of the Angelic creation and conflict. The Church would probably have found a hundred angels to worship. As a matter of useful information, the worship of Mary did not seem to have been practiced in the Church until the 4th Century AD as Christian history attests:

History of the Christian Church, Volume III: Nicene and Post-Nicene Christianity. A.D. 311-600, by Philip Schaff. “The entire silence of history respecting the worship of the Virgin down to the end of the 4th Century AD proves that it was foreign to the original spirit of Christianity and belongs among the many innovations of the post-Nicene age.” 
Revelation 22:9 But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” 
This particular elect angel had the opportunity of expressing his horror at John’s worshipping him. I expect God protects some of the “Celebrity Saints” in heaven from knowing how their names are being misused. Otherwise, they would be horrified every minute of every day to know that people were praying to them as if they could answer prayers. Even so, I expect God answers some of these prayers because they are earnestly prayed even if in ignorance.
Revelation 22:10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up (conceal) 
 the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near.
John was told to share the words of this book. Why? Because we, the Church, are to study what he was shown. Sadly, for much of the last two thousand years the organized church, has striven to seal up the Word of God lest it contradict the teachings of its “leaders.”
 

The LORD then said, “the time is near.” The older I get, the more I realize that “near” is a very relative term. Approaching seventy-six, two thousand years no longer seems such a long time. When I became a believer at thirteen, it seemed like forever.
Revelation 22:11 Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.”
These words encapsulated the course of history and God’s patience with man’s abuse of the free will God has given him. Mankind has continued, as it had before the time of John, to indulge in vile and wrong deeds. However, although Satan and the world have tried, they have never been able to shut down the way to the Righteous and Holy Word of God.
Revelation 22:12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me,
 and I will give to everyone according to what he has done his works shall be.
With the word “Behold” the voice speaking here clearly switches. The words of this proclamation are clearly those of Jesus Christ. We therefore have to deduce that here the voice switched from the voice of the angel, who had spoken up to that point, to Jesus Christ himself. This is not an unusual problem in scripture. Jeremiah and Ezekiel are prime examples where the voice speaking changes without immediate clear identification.
I have substituted the literal Greek translation of this verse. Notice that, as was pointed out at the passage on the Great White Throne Judgment (Lesson 22), we are not judged for our sins, but for our “works.” What “his works shall be” are either his own works on which he stands if he has rejected Jesus, or he shall stand on the work of Jesus Christ if he has believed in Him.
Revelation 22:13a I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
 
In the Textus Receptus there are not the words Alpha and Omega, but only the Greek letters Α and Ω. Wisdom was written down in letters. What this is telling us is that Jesus is both the beginning and ending of true wisdom.
The order of the next two phrases differs between the Textus Receptus and the Codex Sinaiticus (which the NIV follows). As I have always maintained the reasons for the superiority of the Textus Receptus, I have put the phrase ordering along the lines of the Textus Receptus.

Revelation 22:13c the Beginning and the End Finish,
The first Greek noun here is ἀρχή {är-khā'} which means “origin” or “beginning.” Jesus’ life was also the beginning of God’s plan, and in Him is also its completion:

Proverbs 8:22-23 “The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old; I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began.”

2 Timothy 1:9b “This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.”

2 Thessalonians 2:13 “But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.

The second Greek noun here, originally translated “end”, is τέλος {te'-los} which means: “that by which a thing is finished,” or “the end to which all things relate.” It can also mean “the last in any succession or series of events,” but I believe that the meaning here is in the sense of the LORD finishing with Jesus what He had started at the beginning of His plan. The word τέλος is the root word of the verb in Jesus’ triumphant cry on the cross (John 19:30). “It is finished!”(τετέλεσται)

Revelation 22:13b the First  and the Last.
There are two Greek words here. The first is the Greek word πρῶτος {prō'-tos} which can mean “first in time or place” or “first in rank.” The second is the Greek word ἔσχατος {e'-skhä-tos} which can mean “last in time or place” or “last in rank.” I think the meaning here is the sense of rank. I believe this is expressing the thought so well-articulated in Philippians:

Philippians 2:5-8 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God (i.e. the first in rank), did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing (i.e. the last in rank), taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! (i.e. the last in rank) Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name.” (i.e. the first in rank)
Jesus was the archetype of the promise given in Luke 18:14b “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Revelation 22:14a “Blessed are those who wash their robes do his commandments, 
The two Greek manuscripts which are generally used as a basis for translating the Bible, the Codex Sinaiticus and Textus Receptus, both agree on the first words “Blessed are those who,” but differ in the last words. The Codex Sinaiticus (which the NIV uses) has the Greek words which mean “wash their robes,” but the Textus Receptus (which the King James uses) has the Greek words which mean “do his commandments.” As some alert commentator noticed, this difference is almost certainly due to an ancient copyist’s error. The two versions look very much alike in the Greek.
The 1st (Codex Sinaiticus) is - πλύνοντες τὰς στολὰς or PLUNONTES TAS STOLAS.

The 2nd (Textus Receptus) is - ποιοῦντες τὰς ἐντολὰς or POIOUNTES TAS ENTOLAS 
It is easy to see how a tired copyist, seeing the end of the book just ahead might have hurried and read it wrong. Neither translation presents any theological problems as both concepts are presented elsewhere in Revelation.
The importance of the command “do his commandments” is also presented in Revelation 12:17 and 14:12:
Revelation 12:17 “Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 14:12 “This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.”
Washing our original robes to make them “white” is presented in Revelation 7:13-14:
Revelation 7:13-14 “Then one of the elders asked me, ‘These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?’ I answered, ‘Sir, you know.’ And he said, ‘These are they who have come out from the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.’”

Both “wash their robes” and “do his commandments” refer to faith in Jesus Christ. However, I have to be consistent and pick the Textus Receptus’ over the flawed Codex Sinaiticus and go with “do his commandments” as the correct version.
Revelation 22:14b that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.

It is only those who have kept the command to trust and believe on the LORD’s Messiah, Jesus Christ who are able to become part of the Bride of Christ, and citizens of His Holy City. Jesus made this clear as recorded in John:
John 6:28-29 “Then they (the Jews) asked him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’ Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.’”
Revelation 22:15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 
This refers to the list mentioned in Revelation 21:8 which we discussed in lesson 22. Revelation 21:8 “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the stinking, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars.” We saw then that all of those things referred to aspects of turning your back on God. This list left out “cowardly, unbelieving, stinking, and those who practice magic arts.” It added “the dogs.” In the ancient world, dogs were not the pampered pets of today, but lived scavenging scraps from the garbage. Perhaps this is the intended meaning here. These unbelievers, instead of feeding from the bread of Heaven, had instead chosen to feed on trash. In Chapter 21 those who were characterized by these types of rejection were shown thrown into the Lake of Fire. Here, they are shown as being outside the city and separated from God. I believe that this difference is intended to show these lost souls will find that having their souls separated from the provision and love of God is equivalent to the great torment portrayed in John’s vision by a Lake of Fire. Unfortunately, it is a destiny they will have willfully chosen.
Revelation 22:16a “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches.
This makes clear that it has been Jesus speaking since verse 12, and that this Revelation was intended for the Church Age believers. Although the Book of Revelation is not always easy to grasp, it is our responsibility to try, with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
Revelation 22:16b I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”
 
The word “root” speaks of that which establishes a firm foundation for the tree or vine. Other verses that speak of Jesus as “the Root:”
Isaiah 11:10 “In that day the Root of Jesse 
 will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.
”

Isaiah 53:2-3a “He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.”

Jesus was the “seed of David,” fulfilling the promise the LORD made to David”
2 Samuel 7:11b-13 “The LORD declares to you (David) that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”

Jesus is the bright “Morning Star.” The morning star appears just before the first rays of the dawn at the darkest hour. Even so, Jesus will return at the end of the Tribulation when the very survival of the earth is in doubt. So also, Jesus often shines brightest in each of our lives in the darkest passages of our life.
Revelation 22:17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 
This is the message of the Holy Spirit and the Church to the world. It is “Come to the free gift of life that is found at the Cross.” It is similar to Jesus’ last words before His ascension:
Mark 16:15-16 “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.’”

Notice also that it says that the gift is for “whoever wishes.” Salvation is given according to our free will.

Revelation 22:18-19 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

This is a warning to anyone who would conceal not only the words of Revelation, but the words of Scripture which the Holy Spirit has revealed to the world. It carries a heavy penalty which Jesus also described in Matthew:
Matthew 12:31-32 “And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”

Revelation 22:20a He 
 who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 
Again (as in verse 6, 7, 12) Jesus warned that these things would happen soon. One day, we will have the perspective to see how very soon He did come.
Revelation 22:20b Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Here John says a prayer to Jesus with the “Amen” (“I believe”) in front instead of behind the prayer. John, at about 95 could not wait for Jesus to come. I think all of us, as we age in the LORD, tend to see less in this present world to want to hold on to.

Revelation 22:21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.

John’s final prayer and wish for God’s people was that they lived with a constant understanding and acknowledgement of God’s grace which shines forth  from the life of Christ.
The word “Amen” is a most remarkable word. It was transliterated directly from the Hebrew into the Greek of the New Testament, then into Latin and into English and many other languages, so that it is practically a universal word. It has been called the best-known word in human speech. The word is it is almost identical, to the Hebrew word for “believe” (amam), or faithful. Thus, it came to mean “sure” or “truly,” an expression of absolute trust and confidence. – (quoted from the entry on “Amen” in the Blue Letter Bible)
� The fact that the Holy City was made up of believers (the Bride of Christ) from the Church Age (and before) had been mentioned first in the prophecies about the seven churches:


 Revelation 3:12 “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.”


� The Hebrew word here בְהֵמָה {be·hā·mä'} basically means “dumb beasts.” It can be applied to “domesticated animals,” “cattle,” “wild animals,” or all animals collectively.


� This has the Eternal Jerusalem in mind which will have all believers in it.


� The protection of Jerusalem by a wall of fire is demonstrated in Revelation 20:9 “They (Satan’s army) marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them.”


� The Greek word here is τηρέω {tā-re'-ō} which means to watch carefully for a purpose such as to guard or to learn. I believe “studies” or “looks intently into” as the most appropriate meaning.


� The Greek word here is σφραγίζω {sfrä-gē'-zō} which refers to the practice of securing a document from an unauthorized opening. This was accomplished by pouring hot wax over the end of a scroll. It was then marked with a signet ring or “seal.” This document was not to be closed, but open to everybody who wanted to read it.  The underlying meaning here is “do not conceal.”


� Sadly, it seems that churches fear that if any part of their teaching is shown to be in error, then people will conclude that it is all in error.


� See Isaiah 62:11 “The LORD has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: ‘Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your Savior comes! See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.’’”


� The Alexandrian texts and the Textus Receptus have a different order for these last two phrases. The NIV (based on the Alexandrian) has it “the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” The Textus Receptus has it reversed, “the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”


� This choosing by God was not of individuals as the Calvinists would have it. This choosing by God was of the way of Salvation which was “through belief in the truth. 


� There is no capitalization in the Greek of “Root,” “Offspring,” or “Morning Star.”


� This refers to the fact that Jesse was the father of David. He was the last of the miraculous eight “long generations” in the genealogy of Jesus. Those eight generations covered 836 years. These long generations marked out the line of Christ like the long generation of Abraham marked out the LORD’s promise to him.


� Quoted in Romans 15:12.


� Deuteronomy 4:2 “Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.”


� Jesus Christ


� This is one of the verses that indicate that prayers to Jesus are not out of line as some have contended. Among others are John 14:13-14, 1 Peter 3:12, Acts 7:59-60.
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