Revelation – Lesson 24
Revelation 22:1 – 5
In the last lesson we saw Paul’s vision of the Bride of Christ. It was represented in the form of the Holy City coming down from heaven. The construction and form of the Holy City spoke truths about the Holy City and the Bride of Christ within.  Because the gates were named after the tribes of Israel it told us that it was made up of Old Testament saints from the Age of Israel. Because the foundations were named after the twelve apostles of the Church it told us that it was also made up of New Testament saint from the Age of the Church. Because the twelve gates were guarded by angels, it also tells us that angels will have a part in the eternal Holy City. The immense size of the city (with dimensions of 1,377 miles by 1,377 miles by 1,377 miles) represented the fact that the LORD’s Eternal City has room to spare for everyone. They only have to enter through the gates. The walls of the city (70 yards thick) represented the fact that the LORD’s grace is secure. The fact that everything was made of gold represented the fact that Eternity for the city’s inhabitants holds prosperity and blessing beyond our imagining. The city had in it the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who gave its citizens the light to walk by.
The vision of the Holy City was a metaphor for spiritual truths. It was speaking of the Body of Christ, all believers who have come down from heaven. Although there will be a literal, geographical city in Jerusalem, the Holy City of this vision is not described by physical geography, but by spiritual geography. I believe the real Holy City will be inclusive of everywhere that those who make up the body of Christ are. It too will be secure and lighted by the truth of Jesus Christ. I believe that it will be so immense that it will include the entire universe which will have been cleared of all evil with the casting out of all fallen angels. We know that sin will exist in the Millennium, but it is said that sin will not exist in this Holy City. How can that be? It will probably be because this Holy City will consist of resurrected saints who will live in their purified bodies and are no longer subject to sin. What that says for us is that we as resurrected saints from the Church Age will not be subject to an Old Sin Nature in the Millennium, nor will we commit sin in the Eternal State. Also, we saw that, during the Millennium, the gates would never be shut. That demonstrated that the Lord’s offer of salvation is always open.
In Revelation 22:1-2 we see the River of the Water of Life. It is an image that has connections throughout scripture. A very similar river was first seen in the beginning in Genesis where there was the tree of life and the river that watered the Garden and the earth (Genesis 2:9-16). Here at the end in Revelation we also see that river. There are also connections to Ezekiel 47, Joel 3, John 4, John 7, Psalms 46, and Zechariah 14 which we will look at in this lesson.
Revelation 22:1And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

I believe that the River of the Water of Life will be an actual river. But like many things and places in scripture, it also has a profound spiritual meaning which connect it to other passages.
The River flows from the throne of Jesus Christ. It is described as “pure” and “clear as crystal” because it is completely pure and free of all defilement. The River speaks of the offer that Jesus Christ often made to sinners:

John 4:14 “Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
John 7:37-38 “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.
 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.’”
As you remember from Revelation 5, upon the throne sits the Lamb that was slain:

Revelation 5:6a “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne.”

The sacrificial Lamb was always without defect, which stood for Christ’s righteousness. The lamb was also slain, which stood for His death for our sins. His throne will be on Mount Zion, where He died on the cross.

The spiritual aspect of the River is also better comprehended when we remember that it will flow from out of the throne of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. Where will the throne be on which He will sit? It will be on Mt. Zion as Psalms informs us: 

Psalms 2:1-7 “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. “Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.”
So, we can comprehend that the Throne will be on Mt. Zion which is also where Jesus Christ was crucified. The description in the next verse of Revelation of where the tree of life will be puts it at the same spot as the throne.
The river is not only mentioned here, but it is also described in Joel’s vision of Jerusalem in the Millennium when Christ has returned:

Joel 3:18 “In that day (the Millennium) the mountains will drip new wine, and the hills will flow with milk; all the ravines of Judah will run with water. A fountain will flow out of the LORD’s house 
 and will water the valley of acacias.”
Acacias grow in the rift valley that runs from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea and all the way through the Negev to the Red Sea. Acacias are significant because it was out of a burning acacia tree that the LORD spoke to Moses. It was also of acacia wood that the Ark and the Tabernacle were built. The wood of the acacia spoke of the humanity of Christ.

Here in Revelation there was described a river that would flow out of the throne of God and out of the Tree of Life (the Cross) and “out of the Lamb.” This is connected to a scene which played out on the Cross of Christ during His First Advent.

John 19:32-35 “The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man (John) who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.”

John, who wrote this, was the only disciple close enough to see this sudden flow. The other disciples and followers stood at a distance.
 He made this statement in John 19 as if this was something miraculous and hard to believe. This is indicated by his statement “He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.” I think, that is because for a moment, this flow was more like a flood. This comment of John has been interpreted in various ways, however, it seems obvious to me that the blood was real blood and the water was real water.
 It was not what looked like blood, and what looked like water (red cells and blood serum). Blood and water have great theological significance and stands for spiritual cleansing and renewal. Jesus himself spoke of the significance of the water that would come out of Him (John 4:13-14, John 7:37-38) and of His blood (John 6:53-55, Matthew 26:26-28). I believe that this flow was completely out of the ordinary flow that would come from such a wound. It was a gushing, rushing flow which was miraculous in nature. First came the blood, speaking of Christ’s death for our sin. All of the Old Testament sacrifices of blood had foreshadowed this. Next came the water speaking of the River of the Water of Life. That future physical River would originate on that spot. It spoke of Christ’s pure and undefiled righteousness which we are given when we believe in Him. Why was it here blood and water? Why not just water? I think God was underlining the fact that without the blood to cover our sin,
 there could be no water of Christ’s righteousness.
I believe, that in our passage in Revelation, we finally see confirmed the meaning of that flood in John 19. It presaged the River of the Water of Life. I do not believe that it is any coincidence that both scenes were witnessed by and recorded by John.
Revelation 22:2a In the midst of the street channel of it (the river),
 and on either side of the river, [was there] the tree of life, 
The Greek word here is πλατεῖα {plä-tā'-ä} which can mean “street” or “way.” The critical question is: What is the “it” to which this “way” belongs? It is either the city five verses previously, in which case “street” is the proper translation, or it is the river in the previous verse, in which case “way” or “channel” is the proper interpretation. I chose “channel” as the best translation.
Using that interpretation, I believe this is the vision John was shown here. First we see the throne of the Lamb. It is either in front of, or incorporated into, the Tree of Life. From under the throne and out from the midst of the roots of the tree of Life flows the River of Life. The River flows out of the midst of the roots, but the roots and the tree extended beyond the width of the flow on each side.

Revelation 22:2b which bare twelve [manner of] fruits, [and] yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree [were] for the healing of the nations. 
The fruits of the tree refer to the fruits which the LORD will produce in the lives of those who trust in Him. The leaves of the tree which were for healing the nations refers to the covering work of Christ on the cross which has delivered us from sin.
In Revelation we see that Jesus will lead his bride (Israel and the Church) back to Jerusalem at the end of the Great Tribulation. It is a picture of the final fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham and his descendants. So also, Jesus’ leading back of mankind to the original and final site of the tree of life, and River of Life, is a picture of the final fulfillment of God’s promise to Adam. It seems clear that the original Garden of Eden occupied the area including Jerusalem.
 The original Tree of Life in the Garden would have occupied the same ground where of Christ’s cross 
 later stood. The final Tree of Life in earthly Jerusalem will also stand on the same spot.
Ezekiel 47 records Ezekiel’s prophetic vision of the same River. How much of Ezekiel’s vision is speaking of spiritual truths, and how much is a literal description, or how much both coincide is something I suspect no one of us will know till the actual event.

Ezekiel 47:1-2 “The man brought me back to the entrance of the temple, and I saw water coming out from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar. He then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was flowing from the south side. As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and then led me through water that was ankle-deep. He measured off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist. He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that I could not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in--a river that no one could cross. He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?” Then he led me back to the bank of the river. When I arrived there, I saw a great number of trees on each side of the river. He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the Sea. When it empties into the Sea, the water there becomes fresh. Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live. Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds--like the fish of the Great Sea. But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.”
We should take note that in this description of the River it multiplies itself. It starts out as a small stream and becomes a large river. This is a metaphor for the Gospel which started out flowing from Christ to a few believers, but then multiplied into a flood by their testimony.

I believe the fruit trees of all kinds that grow by the River was a metaphor for all believers who would trust in the LORD from all nations. Jeremiah 17:7-8 “But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”
The following verse speaks of the River which will be in the city of God. Since it speaks of the joy it will bring it is clearly speaking of the water in mainly spiritual rather than physical terms.

Psalms 46:4 “There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells.”
The following passage seems to refer to the River in mainly physical terms indicating there will be an actual river, which will be an active and miraculous memorial to the greater miracle of the work of our Lord.

Zechariah 14:6-10 “On that day there will be no light, no cold or frost. It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime--a day known to the LORD. When evening comes, there will be light. On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, 
 half to the eastern sea (Mediterranean) and half to the western sea (Dead Sea), in summer and in winter.
 The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name. The whole land, from Geba to Rimmon,
 south of Jerusalem, will become like the Arabah.
 But Jerusalem will be raised up and remain in its place, from the Benjamin Gate to the site of the First Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the royal winepresses.”
Returning to our passage in Revelation:
Revelation 22:3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.
This describes the situation of the returned Bride of Christ. This will certainly be the Eternal State for all believers. However, it leaves us with questions about the believers and unbelievers on the earth during the Millennium with fleshly bodies. We have to infer from what we know, that after Satan and all who have followed after him have been thrown into the Lake of Fire, that those believers with fleshly bodies will receive their resurrection bodies. Like many things that we would like to know about the Millennium, it is not explicitly explained. It is much like the angelic conflict in that way. The believers of this age do not need to know, so it is left for later revelation. During the Millennium, whatever additional information that needs to be revealed will be revealed by the Living Word, Jesus Christ Himself.
Revelation 22:4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
 
This means those of the Bride of Christ will have their minds centered on Jesus Christ, even as we are enjoined to now. 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”
Revelation 22:5a There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. 
Again, this is figurative, in the sense that Jesus is the Light of the World. John 8:12 “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”
Revelation 22:5b And they will reign for ever and ever. 
The “they” here who will reign forever and ever are His servants who are also those who have been planted by the River.
� In Revelation 22:1 I have substituted a more literal translation which I believe makes comprehension easier.


� Isaiah 55:1


� The LORD’s house is Jesus Christ Himself who is the Lamb of God.


� Luke 23:49 “But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.”


� Although I do not agree with it, an old teacher of mine taught that what was described as blood and water was actually the separation of the blood into red blood cells and serum which only looked like blood and water. Supposedly this was to prove Jesus was really dead. 


� Revelation 9:22 “In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”


� This is speaking of the River of Life.


� In coming to this conclusion, I noted that when Christ returns there will be great tectonic upheavals all over the earth. Mt. Zion will be the highest mountain in the area. This may return the earth to the situation at the time of the Garden when the River out of the Garden could flow into the Euphrates watershed, water Saudi Arabia, and connect by the Great Rift across the Red Sea to the Nile watershed.


� Peter called the cross a tree: 1 Peter 2:24 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree.” This is an important use of the concept of the cross as a “tree.” It helps us to see the symbolism of trees in the OT and NT as standing for the power and work of the cross.


� Ezekiel 47:1-12, Revelation 22:1


� This refers to the fact that this River will not depend on whether it is rainy season (winter) or dry season (summer) as the rivers of Zechariah’s day did.


� Geba is another name for Gibeah. It was in Benjamin, just outside of Jerusalem. Rimmon is on the southern end of the Judean highlands about 35 miles south of Jerusalem. The Arabah is the Jordan River Valley. In other words, the topography of the land will be completely changed.


� According to Ezekiel 47:11-12 the Arabah will become filled with trees.


� This verse is also a clue as to the meaning of the Revelation 13:16 “He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead.” Here the name written on the forehead means their minds will be filled with the Word of God.





1
3

