  
Revelation – Lesson 18
Revelation 16:16 – 17:18
We spent the last two lessons studying what other prophecies in Scripture had to say about the last great battle of the Tribulation. The last verse we studied in Revelation was Revelation 16:16 which is almost the only thing which Revelation had to say about that battle:

Revelation 16:16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

As we have seen, Armageddon in the Hebrew is literally the “Mountain of Megiddo.” Megiddo was the ancient city that guarded the pass on the southern side of the broad Jezreel Valley. This will be the staging area for all the armies gathered to attack Jerusalem. It will probably take some time for them to be gathered. Now we can continue Revelation’s account of the last bowl judgment on the kingdoms of Satan’s system.
Revelation 16:17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 

This was the seventh and last judgment. It will bring the LORD’s judgments on the earth to a close. The judgments poured out from this bowl are all described as the events of the next three chapters, Chapters 17 through 19. That time frame will also include the Battle of Armageddon.

Revelation 16:18a Then there came lightning and, noise, and thunder and an earthquake. 
I have substituted the literal translation. The NIV has added words that aren’t there.
 The Greek word here which I have translated “noise: is φωνή {fō-nā'} which literally means “noise” or “sound.” Possibly this refers to the roar of wind in great storms like hurricanes and tornadoes which are accompanied by thunder and lightning. This seems to indicate that at the time of the end the whole earth will be afflicted by these upheavals of nature. 
The following prophecy of the end times given by Habakkuk speaks of a vision that he saw which foretold the time of the end. It includes not only earthquakes but great floods and storms: 
Habakkuk 3:6-10 “He (the LORD who is only God) stood, and shook the earth; he looked, and made the nations tremble. The ancient mountains crumbled, and the age-old hills collapsed. His ways are eternal. I saw the tents of Cushan 
 in distress, the dwellings of Midian 
 in anguish. Were you angry with the rivers, O LORD? Was your wrath against the streams? Did you rage against the sea when you rode with your horses and your victorious chariots? You uncovered your bow, you called for many arrows. Selah You split the earth with rivers; the mountains saw you and writhed. Torrents of water swept by; the deep roared and lifted its waves on high.” 
Revelation 16:18b No earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake.
This great earthquake is also prophesied elsewhere in Scripture in Ezekiel and Zechariah:
Ezekiel 38:18-20 “This is what will happen in that day: When Gog (the armies of the Beast) attacks the land of Israel, my hot anger will be aroused, declares the Sovereign LORD. In my zeal and fiery wrath, I declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. The fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the beasts of the field, every creature that moves along the ground, and all the people on the face of the earth will tremble at my presence. The mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crumble, and every wall will fall to the ground.
Zechariah 14:4a, 5b “On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south. -- Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.”
Revelation 16:19a The great city split into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed.
According to Revelation 11, the “great city” spoken of here is Jerusalem:
Revelation 11:8 “Their (the two witnesses’) bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.”
We know that when the Millennium starts, the topography of Israel will be vastly changed. Evidently, the effects of this earthquake will be worldwide as it says here that “the cities of the nations” (the rest of the world) will collapse. We know that at the end of it the Mt. of Olives will have been split in two and Mt. Zion will be the highest of all the mountains.
Isaiah 2:2 “In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.”
Isaiah 33:20-21 even suggests that Jerusalem will be a place which will be able to be accessed by ships. That would mean that what is now the Dead Sea (at 1200 feet below sea level) will be connected with the Red Sea. This could be a consequence of this mega earthquake or because the River of Life fills the Dead Sea to overflowing.
At the end of the Tribulation, the preexisting Jerusalem will be completely destroyed:

Isaiah 32:19 “Though hail flattens the forest and the city is leveled completely.”

God is going to start with everything new. That is another reason I don’t believe a rebuilt Temple will be part of Jerusalem at that time. One question about our verse in Revelation is why will the city previously be divided in three parts? I believe that has to do with the separation of the believers in Jerusalem from the unbelievers. We know that the part that are believers will be delivered by fleeing through the valley that the LORD creates by splitting the Mt. of Olives (Zechariah 14:4),
Revelation 16:19b God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath.
What or who is Babylon the Great upon which God will finally pour His wrath?
Babylon the Great
Revelation 16:19b through Chapter 18 concerns Babylon the Great. Babylon the Great was first mentioned in Revelation 14:8. I will summarize the comments I made at that time. “Babylon” is the Greek name (Βαβυλών – {bä-bü-lō'n}) for what is called “Babel” in the Hebrew of the Old Testament (בָּבֶל – {bä·bel'}). The word “Babylon” does not even occur in the Old Testament. Where you read “Babylon” in translations of the Old Testament, the Hebrew word is always “Babel.” Of course, the name came to be identified with a national entity that later sprang up in the territory around ancient Babel. What is often lost in translating the word as “Babylon,” when the actual name is “Babel” is the symbolic connection the LORD is making to what happened at ancient Babel. It was at Babel that all mankind gathered on the Plain of Shinar and built a great tower to the heavens. In this they were imitating the first sin of Satan in his ambition to become God.
 Genesis 11:4 “Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves.” Thus, throughout the Bible, the name “Babel” in the Old Testament Hebrew, or “Babylon” in the New Testament Greek symbolically refers to the idea of man making himself God. It is the same thought expressed in the number “666.” It refers to the idea of the creature trying to usurp the place of the creator. It refers to World Religions and World Governments which have set the LORD aside and created “gods” out of themselves and their imaginations.
Revelation 16:20 Every island fled away, and the mountains could not be found.
This speaks of the enormous movement of the earth’s crust mentioned earlier. If this verse is taken literally, it bespeaks an almost unimaginable movement of the earth’s surface. Entire mountains will disappear because of the bending and folding and rising and falling of the earth. Entire islands will sink underneath the seas.
Revelation 16:21 From the sky huge hailstones of about a hundred pounds talent each fell upon men. 
The Greek is literally “a talent.” Actually, according to the Zondervan Illustrated Encyclopedia, a talent weighs about 67 pounds. This speaks of the tremendous power of the windstorms that will be scouring the earth. It is the updrafts of winds that allow hail to form. Even in the weather of these times, I have seen pictures of tornadoes lifting tractor trailers hundreds of feet into the air.
 However, the Greek word which is translated “hailstones” in Revelation could also be applied to any object falling from the sky such as rocks blown out of volcanic eruptions. Whatever they are, the result is devastation.
Revelation 16:21 And they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so terrible.

These phenomena are also foretold in Ezekiel:

Ezekiel 38:22 “I will execute judgment upon him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur 
 on him and on his troops and on the many nations with him.”
Here the scene changed to John and one of the angels.

Revelation 17:1-2 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters.
 With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.” 
This “great prostitute” is a symbol not a person. Prostitution is used many, many times in the Bible to describe substituting the worship of false gods for the worship of the LORD. Thus, this symbol is represented as a prostitute because she not only worships false gods herself, but she leads the world into that same prostitution. This same figure or symbol is used in Zechariah to speak of world religion in the end times:
Zechariah 5:5-11 “Then the angel who was speaking to me (Zechariah) came forward and said to me, ‘Look up and see what this is that is appearing.’ I asked, “What is it?’ He replied, ‘It is a measuring basket.’ And he added, ‘This is the iniquity of the people throughout the land.’ Then the cover of lead was raised, and there in the basket sat a woman!
 He said, ‘This is wickedness,’ and he pushed her back into the basket and pushed the lead cover down over its mouth. Then I looked up--and there before me were two women, with the wind in their wings! They had wings like those of a stork,
 and they lifted up the basket between heaven and earth. ‘Where are they taking the basket?’ I asked the angel who was speaking to me. He replied, ‘To the country of Babylonia Shinar 
 to build a house for it. When it is ready, the basket will be set there in its place.’” 
The last words in Ezekiel: “When it is ready” is another way of saying, in God’s own timing, or in the fullness of time. It will be ready at the end of the Tribulation.
Revelation 17:3a Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast 
The woman here is the “great prostitute.” Perhaps she is represented as being in a desert because religion cannot provide the water of life and hope. In the Tribulation the world religion will be part and parcel of the Government of the Beast. Scarlet is a color often associated in the ancient world with riches and luxury. The woman rides on a scarlet beast that very much represents Satan and his servant “the Anti-Christ” because she is carried wherever they take her. I think that is the imagery here.  This beast is very much like the image of the Beast in Revelation 13:1, but not exactly.

There are three beasts in Revelation with ten horns which relate to the end times. The first was the dragon in Revelation 12:3 “Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. The second was the beast out of the sea in Revelation 13:1b-2a “And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. The beast I saw resembled a leopard but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion.” The third appears here. All three are similar, but different. We know the dragon refers to Satan. We know the second beast refers to the Anti-Christ. Who is the third beast? I believe the third beast may be Satan’s archangel who will come out of the Abyss referred to in Revelation 9 and 11:  

Revelation 9:11 “They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.”
Revelation 11:7 “Now when they (the two witnesses) have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them and overpower and kill them.”

This is the leader of the fallen angels who were imprisoned long ago. These were spoken of in Jude 1:6 “And the angels who did not keep their first estate but abandoned their own proper boundaries—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.” At the beginning of the Tribulation he will be released from the Abyss. Then, at the midpoint of the Tribulation, by his killing of the two witnesses, he will be instrumental in setting up the image of the Anti-Christ in Jerusalem to be worshipped as God.
Revelation 17:3b that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.
The vocation of the beast was to blaspheme God’s truth which also furthered the aims of Satan and his anti-Christ.
Revelation 17:4a The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls.
This speaks of the luxury and desire for wealth that has characterized false religion throughout the ages.
Revelation 17:4b She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 
The golden cup is enticing, and it is meant to appear as if it holds God’s truth. However, what it contains is poison, filth, and blasphemy. 
Revelation 17:5 This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
This woman represents world religion which has led the people of the earth astray since the beginning, since the original tower of Babel. It has always amassed great wealth and power to itself.
Revelation 17:6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 
This verse described a repeated historical phenomenon that John had witnessed in his own time. That is, the blood lust of religion (the woman) who was drunk on the blood of the saints. John had seen the persecution of the Church in his time and been sent to be killed by boiling in oil himself. Even he was astonished at what he saw in the vision. This speaks to the great slaughter which will occur of all who will believe on Jesus during the second half of the Tribulation.
Revelation 17:7 Then the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns. 
The angel seemed to be surprised by John’s astonishment. Probably because the angel had understood for millennia the hatred of Satan and his forces for the LORD and all that are His. John had only had a small glimpse of it.
Revelation 17:8a The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction.
This confirmed that the beast on which the woman road was the king of the Angels out of the Abyss. He “once was” because there was a time when he had the liberty of the earth. He “now is not” because in John’s time he was imprisoned in the Abyss. He “will come” in the future at the beginning of the Tribulation. However, he will eventually go to his destruction at the end of the Tribulation.
Revelation 17:8b The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world 
 will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come.
Those whose names “have not been written in the book of life” are unbelievers. This is not to say that those unbelievers were “predestined” before “the creation of the world” without the intervention of volition, but only that it was foreseen by the foreknowledge of God that they would not believe and find salvation “in Christ.” In the same way Revelation 13:8 uses the same phrase about Jesus Christ. There He was the lamb that was slain “from the creation of the world.” The volition of Jesus Christ was clearly involved. He said: Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” However, the Father, seeing through time saw it as a fact “from the creation of the world,” even before it had happened.

Revelation 17:9a “This calls for a mind with wisdom. 
This was a phrase also previously used in Revelation:

Revelation 13:18 “This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number. His number is 666.”

To me both these injunctions call attention to how much the believer needs the wisdom of God to combat the deceptive people and organizations that are the servants of Satan.
Revelation 17:9b The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. 
This comment about seven hills is the main reason that the “Babylon” referred to here has often been identified by commentators as being Rome. Rome was known as “the city of seven hills.” I do not believe it is necessarily so. The word used here is ὄρος {o'-ros} It is probably more accurately translated “mountain” although the difference between a hill and a mountain was not accurately distinguished in ancient times. The word βουνός {bü-no's} is the Greek word which we would understand as comparable to the English word “hill.” It is only used twice in the New Testament, but it isn’t used here. Interestingly, among other cities which are said to be built on seven hills are Jerusalem, Tehran, and Mecca.
Revelation 17:9b They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for a little while. 
However, it says the seven hills are also seven kings. This is strictly my speculation, but it could be that the kings are the earthly thrones that have held Israel in bondage. That would include Egypt (before the Exodus), Assyria (which took away the Northern Kingdom), Babylon (which took away Judah), Persia, Greece and Rome. At the time of writing, five had fallen (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia and Greece). It is certain that the one that “is” at the time of this revelation was Rome. The seventh could be the throne of the Anti-Christ which will last for only a little while (the seven years of the Tribulation).

Revelation 17:11 The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction. 
This suggests that the beast out of the Abyss will also have authority over a religious kingdom. Remember, he was the one who had seemed to defeat the power of Moses and Elijah which allowed the false prophet to set up the image of the Beast in Jerusalem.
Revelation 17:12-13 “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast.
These ten horns seem to represent the ten original kings of the Anti-Christ’s original empire. Three of them will be replaced when the Anti-Christ (the little horn) seizes power. This was prophesied in Daniel 7:
Daniel 7:8 “While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.” 
It seems to me that these horns (or kings) of the final empire were also reflected in the ten toes of the statue also prophesied in Daniel:

Daniel 2:40-44 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron--for iron breaks and smashes everything--and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay. As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay. ‘In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms 
 and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.”
Revelation 17:14 They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.” 
This seems to be referring to the struggle of the faithful during the second half of the Tribulation, who will persevere in spite of persecution and death. This also confirms that believers will be with Him when He returns as does Matthew:

Matthew 24:31: “And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.” Also see Mark 13:27.
Revelation 17:15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages. 
In Revelation 17:1, it had noted that the woman was “sitting on many waters.” Here it is explained that the “many waters” symbolized the peoples of the earth. Since water often symbolizes the water of the Word, perhaps this posture also symbolized the suppression of the Word all over the world.
Revelation 17:16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 
In spite of the fact that the Beast and his government (the ten horns) use religion, they despise it. Satan and the beast actually hate human religions because they tend to worship themselves instead of them. Also, Satan hates humanity in general because the LORD has used human history and the man Christ Jesus to prove that Satan is without an excuse.
Here we see that in reality the Anti-Christ, who does the will of Satan, and the world government that the ten horns represent, despise the religious establishment. World religion and world government have always been at enmity with each other, but they have usually found that they have to work together to wield the kind of power they want over the lives of men. Here at the last, the Beast and his world government will finally destroy the world religious establishment.
Revelation 17:17 For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to give the beast their power to rule, until God’s words are fulfilled. 
Since religion has made the LORD its enemy, the LORD has allowed them to be deceived with the notion that “the enemy (Satan) of my enemy (the LORD) is my friend.” At the end Satan and his agent, the Beast, will turn viciously on those who follow “religion.”
Revelation 17:18 The woman you saw is the great city 
 that rules over the kings of the earth.”

This is perpetually reflected in history by the conflict between the first estate (religion) and the second estate (political leadership).

� NIV translation - “Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake.”


� Kushan is the modern areas of Sudan and Ethiopia.


� Midian is the area east of the Dead Sea.


� Isaiah 14:13-14 “You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’”


� Phenomenon known as megacryometeors, which are balls of ice that fall from the sky, have been measured at up to 110 pounds in our time.


� The burning sulfur associated here with the “hailstones” might point to volcanic eruptions being the source of the hailstones.”


� Per Revelation 17:15 the waters represent “peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.”


� It does not seem unlikely that the figure of a woman is used here and in Revelation to represent the religion of the world because Eve was the first to be deceived by the lies of religion and its appeal to pride and vanity.


� The stork was one of the unclean birds. (Leviticus 11:19)


� The actual word used is Shinar which was the location (vs. 2) of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1-9. This probably refers to wherever a world government is established rather than geographical Babylon, which was where Shinar was located.


� This refers to the eternal election of those who have believed in Christ. Revelation 3:5 “He who overcomes will -- be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels.”


1 John 5:5 “Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”


� This verse is referred to by Jesus: Matthew 21:42-44 “Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? “Therefore, I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces (Isaiah 8:14), but he on whom it falls will be crushed (Daniel 2:44).”


� Babylon.
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