Galatians - Lesson 5
Galatians 5:7-26
In last verses which we studied in lesson 4, Paul continued to defend his flock of new believers in Galatia from the attacks of the Judaizers, Among other things, the Judaizers were trying to impose the Old Testament Laws, which had pointed toward the coming Messiah, on New Testament Gentile believers, who were now looking back at the Crucified Christ. The main issue Paul had discussed was the Judaizer’s insistence that the Gentile converts be circumcised as per the Old Testament law for the Jews. In the last lesson, he had made this telling condemnation of the practice:

Galatians 5:3-4 “Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.”

Next Paul remembered the spiritual progress they had made the last time he had left them over a year before. Although they were new believers, they had devoured his teaching and had embraced grace. He wondered that they had allowed anyone to cause them to have abandoned grace so quickly:
Galatians 5:7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth? 
Paul was fond of using illustrations from the athletic games that were held in the ancient world to clarify his teaching. Here he portrayed the Galatian Christians as runners in a spiritual race. They had been running well and in position to take the prize, but the Judaizers had cut in on them to knock them out of the race for winning the crown of life that the Lord spoke of in Revelation and that James spoke of in his epistle:
Revelation 1:10b “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I (Jesus Christ) will give you the crown of life.”

James 1:12 “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.”
Paul was using the analogy of the Greek athletic games to make the point. The award for winning the Greek race was a laurel wreath. It also included a monetary prize and civic honors. He later used the analogy in 1 Corinthians:
1 Corinthians 9:24 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.”
Galatians 5:8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 
Jesus Christ is the one who calls us to faith: Luke 5:32 “I (Jesus) have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
The “kind of persuasion” referred to the false teaching of the legalizers. It did not come from the Lord.
Galatians 5:9 “A little yeast leaven 
 works through the whole batch of dough.” 
Although circumcision might seem like a harmless concession to avoid conflict, that concession had enormous implications that would fatally corrupt the teaching of the grace of God. It implied that the Cross of Christ was not enough to save from sin and that the righteousness of Christ was not enough to make the believer righteous.
This was the same principal that Jesus had taught in Matthew when He compared legalism to leaven in bread. Leaven under the Old Testament was considered to make bread ceremonially impure:

Matthew 16:6-12 “‘Be careful,’ Jesus said to them. ‘Be on your guard against the yeast leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’ They discussed this among themselves and said, ‘It is because we didn’t bring any bread.’
 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, ‘You of little faith,
 why are you talking among yourselves about having no bread? Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? How is it you don’t understand that I was not talking to you about bread?
 But be on your guard against the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the leaven used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Galatians 5:10a I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. 
Paul expressed confidence from his memory of them that once they received this letter, they would realize the error of the Judaizers and their legalism.
Galatians 5:10b The one who is throwing you into confusion will pay the penalty, whoever he may be. 
When Paul said “whoever they may be” he was not saying he did not know who these people were. He was referring to their pretensions that because they were from Jerusalem, therefore their authority and knowledge were superior to Paul’s. Paul said the LORD knew what they were doing, and they would be judged for it by Him.
Galatians 5:11a Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? 
Here Paul responded to what must have been an assertion by the false teachers, that Paul himself was really teaching the necessity of circumcision. It well may be that in the limited time Paul had spent with these Galatians, he had not had time to cover the issue of circumcision in detail. He had certainly left someone from among his companions behind him to teach them more. I have already stated that I think it was probably Titus, who is thought to have been the brother of Luke. He was a Gentile.
 Titus’ authority might have been questioned by these Judaizers who claimed to be authorized representatives of the church in Jerusalem. It should be noted that they failed to mention the decision of the Council of Jerusalem regarding circumcision of the Gentiles. The council had decided that circumcision was not necessary.
Galatians 5:11b In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 
This “offense of the cross” which offended the Jews was that the life and death of Christ had made much of Jewish tradition out of date. Circumcision had been a sign and memorial of the promise that the Messiah would come through the line of Abraham and the Jews. It had been a significant memorial for the Jews before their Messiah, Jesus Christ, had come. After He had come, the shadow of circumcision should have been replaced by the reality of the story of His birth by Mary, the virgin daughter of Israel.
Galatians 5:12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 
Paul was using irony here. If the Judaizers were still engaging in ritual circumcision, they were effectively saying that Christ was still to come. Paul was saying that as long as such Jews had the knife out for circumcision, they might as well use it on their testicles and cut them off. For them Christ would never come.
Galatians 5:13a You, my brothers, were called to be free. 
Paul, the Hebrew of Hebrews, called these Gentiles his brothers. They were free from the slavery of sin which had condemned them. They were free from the condemnation of sin, to which the Judaizer’s legalism sentenced them.
Galatians 5:13b But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 
Their freedom from the spiritual penalty implicit in the Law did not mean that they were free from the civil penalty in the Law which contained their obligation to each other and to their communities. Beyond that they were to treat each other according to the standard of God’s love.
Galatians 5:14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
They were not lawless. Jesus Himself had made that clear to the Pharisees when He encapsulated the entire Law into two commandments. His answer first detailed the Christian’s obligation to God. The second, quoted here in Galatians, detailed the Christian’s obligation to his neighbor: 

Matthew 22:34-39 “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: ‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’
  This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

Galatians 5:15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
This seems to be directed at the Judaizers who were trying to destroy the Gentile believers by separating them from the teaching of the Spirit through the Word of God. 
Galatians 5:16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
If they lived by the teaching written by the Spirit on their hearts, they would be the antithesis of lawless. They would imitate Jesus Christ. They would fulfill what Paul later wrote about to the Corinthians:
2 Corinthians 3:3 “You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”
Galatians 5:17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 
It was impossible for a Spirit led believer to live a life devoted to the lusts of the flesh, just as it was impossible for the Spirit to lead the man who had chosen to live according to his lusts. That problem could only be solved by that man’s confession of his sin to the Father:

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
Galatians 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 
A believer who lived by the Spirit would live by the Law of Love. That would imitate the love of Christ. That would more than fulfill the spirit of the Law of Moses.
Galatians 5:19-21a The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. 
Even apart from the Law of Moses, the destructive acts of the sinful nature are obvious. Paul named a few. Most of these were disapproved of even in ordinary Greek or Roman culture.
Galatians 5:21b I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
The Greek word translated “inherit” here is κληρονομέω {klā-ro-no-me'-ō} It is rightly translated “inherit” because the word denotes receiving a portion of an estate in life upon the death of another. Jesus was the one who died. The “kingdom of God” here is the portion of God’s blessing that He wishes to give us in this life. This does not say that someone who sins will lose their salvation. They will certainly lose a portion of the blessing God intends for them in this life. Of course, for anyone who lives totally abandoned to the flesh, it is a valid question whether they ever believed for salvation or ever received the Spirit. 
Galatians 5:22-23a But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
If we walk in the Spirit, we will naturally begin to imitate Christ whose mind was in perfect unison with the Holy Spirit.
Galatians 5:23b Against such things there is no law. 
The Judaizers had intimated that Paul was teaching a way of life which was contrary to the Law, but Paul had just summarized the spiritual life he had been teaching. It was characterized by “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” This did not oppose the Law. It fulfilled the heart of it.
Galatians 5:24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 
Those who had trusted in the love and mercy of God and His fulfilled work on the Cross had, in effect, crucified the sinful nature because everything about faith in Jesus destroyed every root cause of personal sin. Those roots are arrogance, pride, trusting in ourselves instead of God, and selfishness.
Galatians 5:25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
It is the Spirit that brought us to new life. We should then live in that life through the Spirit.
Galatians 5:26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
Paul implied that living by works of the flesh (i.e. circumcision) would produce the exact opposite of the fruits of the spirit. It was already obvious that they produced conceit and envy which was absurd because all believers are equally “in Christ” and there could be no higher status than that.
� In the Bible, yeast or leaven invariably speaks of corruption, in this case, the corruption of legalism. 


� It must be remembered that in that day, one of the most effective ways of getting rid of a popular adversary was to poison him. The disciples thought that Jesus was saying that the Pharisees and Sadducees were going to try to kill Him by poisoning His food, and therefore they thought He was complaining that the disciples had not brought any bread and would have to buy some that might be tampered with. Of course, that was not His point at all!


� This was referring to their lack of understanding of “the faith.” This was not referring to how intensely they believed what they did understand.


� If Jesus created more than 5000 loaves out of one loaf he could hardly have been worried about enough bread to feed the thirteen of them.


� You may remember that the Jerusalem council had not insisted that Titus be circumcised (Galatians 2:3).


� Deuteronomy 6:5


� Leviticus 19:18. It should be noted that Jesus kept the entire Law perfectly. That means that Jesus loves all the human race as He loves Himself. He has done everything He could to rescue His creatures from the consequences of choosing to alienate themselves from Him and His love.
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