Epistles of First and Second Peter

Introduction and 1 Peter 1:1-25
Peter or Cephas (“Cephas” is the Aramaic form of “Peter” which is Greek). He was originally named Simon.
 He was given the name Cephas by Jesus Christ himself.  He was also one of the first six disciples of Jesus, which also included his brother Andrew. Their father’s name was John. They, along with another of the first six, Philip, were originally from Bethsaida (the Roman name was Julias), a Jewish-Syrian city on Sea of Galilee just about three miles up the coast from Capernaum.
 At the time he met Jesus, he shared a home in Capernaum with his wife, mother in law, and his brother Andrew. Because he was married, and had his own home, he is traditionally thought to have been one of the oldest of the disciples. Since he was originally from a city that spoke both Aramaic (the language of the Jews) and Greek (the language of the Gentiles), he probably spoke Greek from his youth. He was a fisherman and along with his brother owned his own boat. He was good friends and often fishing partners with James and John and their father Zebedee. From the Gospel records, during Jesus’ life, Peter was the most ready to speak. He is quoted far more often than any of the other disciples in the Gospels and Acts. He is quoted 31 times in the Gospels alone.
 Three times he is quoted as asking the same question as John, and once the same question as James, John and Andrew. In Acts, just Peter’s quotes are half the length of 1 and 2 Peter together. By comparison, unique quotations of John occur only twice in the Gospels and never in Acts. Phillip and Thomas are quoted three times, and Thaddeus once. None of the others are ever quoted directly. 
Peter was the one who walked on water, but lost confidence (Matthew 14:25-31). Peter was the first to publicly confess that Jesus was “the Christ, the Son of the living God”(Matthew 16:13-19). Evidently, just minutes after that, he had the temerity to rebuke the Lord when He said He would be crucified (Matthew 16:21-23). He was one of the three who accompanied Jesus to the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt. Hermon) and heard the voice of the Father and saw Jesus speaking to Moses and Elijah. Along with John he was sent to help prepare the Passover dinner. That same night he protested that “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will. --- Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.”( Matthew 26:31-35) Initially, Peter’s courage was strong and he struck the High Priest’s servant and cut off his ear (John 18:10). Later, however, after being questioned three times, he denied Jesus, even though he could see Jesus being beaten close by in the same courtyard. He seemed to have been totally absent at the cross, but he went to the tomb with John on Sunday morning, and saw Jesus numerous times during the forty days before Jesus’ ascension to Heaven. He was with the disciples in Jerusalem at Pentecost and took the lead in preaching that day. Along with John and John’s brother James, he was one of the leaders of the church in Jerusalem. He was often accompanied by John, but he did the talking. He was characterized by the Pharisees as an “unschooled, ordinary” man (Acts 4:13). He undoubtedly spoke Greek,
 but he evidently wasn’t confident about writing in Greek.
 In his life, Peter healed the sick and raised the dead. He knew Paul very well, and had visited with him and encouraged him in Jerusalem for 15 days (Galatians 1:18) He later visited him in Antioch for some time, where Paul later had to upbraid him for his lack of courage and conviction in facing the Jewish legalizers (Galatians 2:11-21). From Antioch Peter probably went to Babylon (where there were millions of Jews). This was at least Peter’s intention when he had talked to Paul in Jerusalem.
 Some years later, Mark joined him after accompanying Paul to Rome for his trial before Caesar (Colossians 4:10). During the last few years of his life, Peter’s ministry focus switched to the Gentiles as his two epistles attest. The early Church fathers record that Peter died in Rome. It is quite possible that his motivation to have gone there was to accompany his companion Mark to Rome. It was about that time that Paul had requested Timothy to have Mark come to him in Rome (2 Timothy 4:11). The Apostle John reported some thirty years later that he had died a martyr’s death (John 21:18-19). Tradition says he insisted on being crucified upside down, because he said he wasn’t worthy to die in the same way as His Lord. 
The Date and Place of the First Peter
Clearly, Peter is the author of the epistle (1 Peter 1:1). He wrote to the churches of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, in what is now known as Asia Minor or Turkey (1 Peter 1:1). He wrote from Babylon.
 It is interesting that he used only “Peter,” the last part of his full name, in signing this epistle, whereas 2 Peter is signed “Simon Peter.” There are some who claim that Peter was, in fact, writing from Rome and was using “Babylon” as a code word so the Roman authorities wouldn’t find him. To me, that is insulting to God, to think that the Holy Spirit would inspire a sentence that was both dishonest and fearful. Why was Peter in Babylon? Because, outside of Judea, it had the largest concentration of Jews, by far, of any place in the world. Many, if not most of the Jewish people who had been exiled to Babylon in 585 BC had not returned but had stayed in Babylon. Peter was the apostle to the Jews as Paul was to the Gentiles. He had evidently left Jerusalem before 58 AD (he evidently wasn’t there when Paul was arrested there that year). Possibly, he had left Jerusalem for good after the Jerusalem Council in 51 AD, when he traveled to Antioch (Galatians 2:11-21). After that, where else would he go than to the Jews of the East? So, the place of writing is definitely Babylon as Peter states plainly!

Determining the time is more difficult, but I think we can make some reasonable assumptions from the facts we know. These are the facts: Both Mark and Silas are with Peter (1 Peter 5:12-13) in Babylon. 

1 Peter 5:12-13 “With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark.”
The verse seems to indicate that Silas helped Peter with the writing. Peter’s mention of these two indicates that he believes both Mark and Silas were familiar to his readers in Asia Minor. In fact, we know that Silas was with Paul when he evangelized Galatia (Acts 16:6).
 We know that Mark was planning to pass through Colosse in Asia Minor (Colossians 4:10) when he took leave of Paul in Rome. It seems likely that he was on his way to Peter in the East at that time. As he didn’t mention any personal names, Peter didn’t indicate any personal familiarity with the churches to whom he was writing, which were all Gentile churches. That may be the reason he used his formal name “Peter” instead of the more personal name “Simon Peter.” I believe Peter probably wrote this epistle just after the arrival of Silas and Mark from Asia Minor. I believe Peter was partially prompted to write those churches after Silas and Mark explained to him the spiritual problems of those churches. If that assumption is true, then it is certain that 1 Peter was written after the middle of 61 AD, when Mark was still in Rome with Paul. Considering the time for the journey, and the time for Mark’s visit to Colosse and probably other churches on the way, I believe 62 AD was the earliest 1 Peter could have been written, and was more likely written in 63 or 64 AD. 

To sum up, I believe 1 Peter was written by Peter to the churches of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia from Babylon, in about 63-64 AD.

1 Peter - Chapter 1
1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia,
 
This establishes the writer, and the recipients, God’s elect (those who have believed in the saving work of Jesus Christ for their salvation) who live in Asia Minor. Thus, we know the words of this epistle are not addressed to unbelievers. 

1 Peter 1:2a who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
Peter was reassuring these mostly Gentile Christians that they were indeed included in the “chosen people” of God. This was God’s plan from the beginning as He looked down the corridors of time and saw (by His foreknowledge) that by his life and death Jesus Christ would justify all who believed in Him, both Jew and Gentile.
1 Peter 1:2b through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 
Although omniscient God knew ahead of time, who would be chosen because of their faith, the actual designation in time takes place at the time of the Baptism of the Spirit. At that time, at the point of faith, the Holy Spirit puts every believer in union with Christ. Such union causes sanctification.
1 Peter 1:2c for obedience to Jesus Christ 
One of the purposes of this sanctification and salvation is obedience to Christ, in other words, imitating Him. 1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”
1 Peter 1:2d and sprinkling by his blood: 
This is another description of the means of our sanctification. In the Old Testament the people, the Altar, the Tabernacle, etc. were sanctified by the sprinkled blood of the innocent animal sacrifice. Exodus 24:4-9, Exodus 29:15-21 and other passages. These rituals merely looked forward to the real sanctifying agent, the blood (death) of Jesus Christ. It is the spiritual blood of Christ which the Holy Spirit uses to sanctify us. In this way, Peter connected the sanctification of the New Testament Gentiles to the tradition of the Old Testament. It also made it clear that their sanctification was based on an accomplished fact.
1 Peter 1:2e Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
This greeting, or one very like it, appears in 18 of the 22 epistles, and is used by Peter, John, Jude and Paul. It underlines the importance of each believer appropriating what God has given us. It is used in Romans 1:7, 1 Corinthians 1.3, 2 Corinthian 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, Philemon 1:3, 1 Thessalonians 1:1, 2 Thessalonians 1:2, 1 Timothy 1:2, 2 Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4, 1 Peter 1:2, 2 Peter 1:2, 2 John 1:3, Jude 1:2, and Revelation 1:4. It underscores what the believer has and should realize. A believer that has no peace or happiness is not getting it right.
1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
We are born again into a new identity. Instead of being “born in Adam,” we are “born in Christ”:

1 Corinthians 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.” 
This verse also brings into sharper focus the importance of Christ’s righteous life which qualifies us to live in the LORD’s presence forever. Christ’s resurrection signaled that His righteous life was acceptable on our behalf before the Father. As we were buried with Christ, so we were raised with Him.

1 Peter 1:4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 
As Jesus Christ, whose inheritance we share by our union with Him, is accepted in Heaven before the Father, our inheritance can never be threatened.
1 Peter 1:5a who through faith are shielded guarded 
 by God’s power
Our salvation is safeguarded by the power of God Himself.
 1 Peter 1:5b until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 
The full extent of the inheritance of this salvation, which is more than we can ask or think, will not be revealed until the last time (the Millennium).
1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 
Peter commiserated with them on the trials they have had to suffer, although he reminded them that nothing would get them through their troubles better than keeping their eyes on the ultimate goal. Trials shrink in importance when seen through the lens of God’s plan.
 Of course that was only if their troubles were a result of following God’s will. 
1 Peter 1:7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold which perishes, even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
Though believers never seek troubles, they will always find that, if they persevere, troubles refine them and grow them and give them confidence in what they believe.
1 Peter 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 
Peter was probably filled with a little awe that these people were so ready to suffer for their faith although they had not seen Jesus. He must have remembered his own failure after spending three and a half years in the very presence of the Lord. He might have remembered the words of the Lord to Thomas, who had to see the resurrected Lord to believe it had happened. John 20:29 “Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’”
1 Peter 1:9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
This salvation was not only related to eternal life, but it also manifested itself throughout their earthly life.

1 Peter 1:10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you (Gentiles), 
Peter pointed out that the Old Testament prophets had told how the salvation of the Messiah would come to the whole world.
1 Peter 1:11 searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 
These Gentiles were being told by the Jewish legalizers that they had missed the boat by not being Jews. Peter pointed out that in fact they had an advantage over even the great prophets of Israel, because they lived in a time which had seen the fulfillment of all the great prophets prophecies of Christ’s death and resurrection.
1 Peter 1:12a It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. 
Much of the Old Testament couldn’t be fully understood by the people of Israel because it was not primarily serving the people of the Old Testament, but the people of the New Testament. If that is true, that tells us that the Church should be equally informed about both the Old and New Testament.
1 Peter 1:12b Even angels long to look into these things. 
Even the elect angels did not understand exactly what the Old Testament was prophesying. Certainly, Satan did not have a clue: 1 Corinthians 2:8 “None of the rulers of this age (Satan and his angels) understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”
1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
We must be prepared for our place in the LORD’s order of battle. To do this we must set our hope for the future primarily on the future we are promised in Christ.
1 Peter 1:14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 
We must live as who we are, the sons of the Father, and not live as who we were before we knew God’s truth.
1 Peter 1:15-16 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
 
We are to imitate Christ.

1 Peter 1:17 Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. 
We are to live our lives in this world, knowing we are not citizens of this world. We are to live our lives like the heroes of the faith listed in Hebrews:

Hebrews 11:13 “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”
1 Peter 1:18-19 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
Remember, Peter was writing to Gentile believers. He was reminding them that they had been redeemed from an empty way of life handed down from their Gentile forefathers. The Jewish Legalizers relied on the figurative redemption of the Passover sacrifice. But their redemption was actual, because it was real. It had been accomplished by the precious blood (death) of Jesus Christ. In the Jewish tradition, which they had been told was better, redemption was only a figurative ritual, because they used animal blood. Peter was telling them that the ritual of the Jewish tradition had been replaced by the reality of the Church Age. That reality was free to both Gentile and Jew alike.
1 Peter 1:20 He was chosen before the creation of the world but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 
In other words, Jesus was “predestined” from eternity past. True predestination of the believer always speaks of the fact that once we are “in Christ” we share what He was predestined to be.
1 Peter 1:21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 
By believing in Jesus Christ, the Gentile believers are believing in the same LORD and God of the Old Testament.
1 Peter 1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 
Having assured these Gentiles of their sanctification, he urged them to the great command Jesus gave the disciples just before His death. John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
This verse also seems to point to an existing antagonism between the Gentile believers and the Jewish believers who didn’t understand that both were on the same footing before the LORD.

1 Peter 1:23 For you have been born again,
 not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
The perishable seed is the Jewish race. The “imperishable seed” is Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:16 “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say ‘and to seeds,’ meaning many people, but ‘and to your seed,’ meaning one person, who is Christ.” It did not make any difference that these believers were not born of Jewish blood. They were spiritually “in Christ” which made them part of “the imperishable seed.”

1 Peter 1:24-25 For, “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever.”
 And this is the word that was preached to you.
The glory of the flesh will fade but the Glory of the Lord will not. This was the glory to which these believers were heirs.

� The renaming of Simon is recorded in John 1:42 “And he (Andrew) brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas’ (which, when translated, is Peter).” The Aramaic name Simon שִׁמְעוֹן {shim·ōn'} means “he has heard” or “obedient one.” It is rendered as Σίμων {sē'-mōn} in the Greek. The New Aramaic name was כְּף {kāf}. It was rendered in Greek as Κηφᾶς {kā-fä's} which meant “rock.” Interestingly, Peter who was “the disciple to the Jews” (Galatians 2:9) has been known throughout time by the Greek word which translates “Cephas” which is “Peter” (Πέτρος {pe'-tros}).  


� Wars of the Jews, Flavius Josephus Book 3, Chapter 3, Verse 5 “This [Trachonitus] country begins at Mount Libanus, and the fountains of Jordan, and reaches breadthways to the lake of Tiberias; and in length is extended from a village called Arpha, as far as Julias.”


� This includes some occasions which are quoted in several of the Gospels.


� He spoke to Cornelius and his friends who were Greek speakers in Acts 10:1 – 11:18.


� When Peter wrote his first epistle in Greek he required the help of Silas


� Galatians 2:9 “James, Peter and John, those accounted pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.”


� 1 Peter 5:13a “She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings”


� After Paul left Silas in Corinth on his second missionary journey, they apparently never worked together again. Acts 18:18 “Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers (the brothers included Silas) and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila.”


� What is today called Asia Minor


� Romans 6:4 “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”


� The Greek word here is φρουρέω {frü-re'-ō}. The verb here is in the passive voice which means “to be held prisoner; to be guarded.”


� 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.” KJV


� Leviticus 11:44


� “Born Again” John 3:3-7


� Isaiah 40:6-8
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